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„  Vigott. . 


A. Milt as, in The Strand. 
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aims A. pa- 


n ſuch, as He 


ſa the foremoſt in in that liſt; : 
becau evo reſemble 


he glry of his King the bet. 
"of his Country, 


. 


a d the. good of the 
Roman People, were the 6 


_ of — attention: ; 


"Fog "; -," ih 
mL : 


iv DEDICATION. 

| fb to AvGusTVs, open, di Afntereſt. | 
ed, and fincere ;. in his expeditions 
againſt the enemies of RoME, cool. | 
determined, and fucceſsful. All the 
world muſt ſee and acknowledge 
the Ariting likeneſs; his ſuperior 
Talents, and fi urprifh g Abilities, 
ſecured to him, the favour « of his 
Prince, the efteem of his Country, 

and the love of the People ; YouRs, . 
Srx, have had the ſame happy in- 
fuence: i He was a Scholar, an Ora- ; 
tor, and one of the moſt compleat 
Gentlemen of the Auguſian Court; 
accompliſp ments by univerſal conſent | 
allowed to be united in You. 


T'scorn a menial compliment, 


and am above a ſervile ex pecta- 
| tion: 


1 5 i 
VA WEE tn 


' DEDICATION. * 


tion : I have neither the happineſs i 
nor honor to know, or to be 
known to You; my addreſs is to 
Your VIiIRTVEs, not to. the Mini- 


Aer. 


May You "Mp live a Faithful 
| Counſellor to the beſt of Kincs, 
an Ornament to your COUNTRY, 
and (what muſt render You more 
glorious than even MxcExas 
himſelf) the great CHameion and 
ASSERTOR of BRITISH LIBERTY. 


1 am, $18, 
with the moſt profound on edt, 


' Your very obedient and moſt 


humble ſervant, 


Bath, 1 
8 ges- 1 RaLeynSCHOMBERG, 3 
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PREFACE 
HE lives of great men, 
+. where fa&#s appear in their 
own proper color, where events are 
deſcribed ſuch as they really hap- 
pened; where virtue and bravery, 
learning and bumanity, are moſt 
agreeably drawn from the life, and 


not from the i imagination of the Bio- 
grapber, muſt afford a very pleaſing 


entertainment: they not only give 
a true idea of what thoſe virtues 
are, but they direct to the means 
by which they are to be attained 5 
We ſee the facility of arriving at 
| true happineſs, if we will but imi- 
tate the examples and actions of 
an whoſe names are eſteemed 
hs” "az. and 


vii PREFACE. 


and handed down to poſterity, be- 


cauſe they acted as men ſhould da, 


who would render themſelves the. 


uſeful members of civil ſeciety. 


The lives of great and good 
men are certainly the beſt models 
for human actions; and though 
there are too many (ſuch is the 


corroſiveneſs of our nature) who 


envioully refuſe doing juſtice to the 
merit of the /ving, will profuſely 
incenſe their memory when dead; 

it is Zhen they will attend the Hero 
into his camp, and recount the at- 
chievements of his Valor; they 


will accompany the Stateſman in. 
his cabinet, and wonder at his Abi 


 fity, Wi - and 1 ; they 
will 


PREFACE. ix 
will attentively dwell upon his a- 
miliar conver ſation, hi ighly 2500 
with his e and gan, 

rhey defervedly 3 a a in. 
the records of Hiſtory, who have, 
moſt contributed to the happineſs. 
and welfare of human ſociety; while, 
on the other hand, thoſe monſters 
whoſe actions have rendered them 
odious, and who have been ſtigma- 
tied for their enormities, ought to 
lie for ever buried in oblivion. 


What an affront to mankind are 


the lives of a CALIGULA, a NERO. 
a Couuopus, an HET 100 ABA- 
Lus! Their wickedneſs and extra- 
vagances have nevertheleſs been 
tranſmitted down to us : they are 
ä mentioned 


a F 
REF 


mentioned, i it is true, bur! it 18 with 
indignation and abhorrence ; ; and 
ſo far indeed, we may venture to 


ſay Hiftory is uſeful in the deſerip- 


tion even of the moſt unamiable 
characters; for, 1 an ancient wri- 


ter ſays, Ey eNAoTpio Topaguypect 5 
Taidve oeaura, Kai ara 3; TwY Hoax 
en, © we may learn by the example 


of others, how to ſhun evil. ” But 


the ſhining and eminent qualities 
of illuſtrious men are better adapted 
to inſpire virtue, as they naturally 


excite us to imitation. They ought 


to deſcend to poſterity, as an ex- 
ample for others who would en- 
gage in the ſame career. What ex 


cellent models are the reigns of an 


an 


Au usr us, a Tir us, a TRAJAN, 


PREFACE: 


an AnToxinus,aMazcus Av E- 


LIUS, -\ to ſucceeding monarchs 


Thoſe Princes fudied the goolof | 
mankind, and their names are can» 
ſecrated to a happy immortality; 


The glorious commanders. and able 


miniſters, who by their bravery 


and counſels have contributed to 


the honor of their Prince and the 


welfare of a people, juſtly merit 


the ſame honors; but when, added 


to theſe perfections, they have alſo 
cheriſhed the Arts and Sciences, 
how full is then the meaſure of 


their glory! The delightful know 


ledge of the Belles lettres dignified 
conquerors with the title of H- 
ROES; they temper | valor and ſoften 


it into humanity: not ſo were 
the 
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ambition of ravaging worlds, and 
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abe Gn ERIC, the ATTILAS and 


all thoſe barbarian kings, who haw 
ing no other views than the bloody 


governing flaviſh nations, deſpiſed 


; learning, deſtroyed all the arts and 
ſciences, and permitted ignorance 


to darken the whole hemiſphere 
over which their tyranny extended. 


The Belles lettres are of the 


greateſt advantage to Princes as 


well as to Miniſters; they enlighten 
the mind, enlarge the underſtand- 
ing, and give a true notion of paſt 


tranſactions. No ſtateſman ever 


ſucceeded ſo well as Mæ CEN AS, 


to them he ſtood indebted for that 
moderation, prudence and wiſdom, 


with 
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ith which he governed the kN 
the abſenoe of Ausus rus. He 
red no bounds to his love for the 
ly learned; he knew their merit; 
ewed them unlimited favors; and. 
ey never had ſo great a Protec- 


* 
a 9 


It is very extraordinary that ſo 
ſtinguiſned a Patron of learning, 
d ſo generous a friend of learned: 
en, as MxczNAs, ſhould want- 
hiſtorian! the-greateſt Poets, as 
ell as the moſt celebrated writers 
the Auguſtan age, mention him 
deed with very particular reſpect; 
ut this is not enough : we admire 


* e compliments, yet know little 
my _— of the perſon to whom 


they 
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they are paid; they ſhould hay 
given us a circumitantial relatior 
of his life there is ſomething 
eyen in the moſt minute tranſae 
tions of great men which delight 
in the recital. The name of M 
CENAS is known to all; his action 
but to few only, and that but ve 
obſcurely; it is in general aſſertec 
that he was the favourite of Au- 
GUSTUs, and the Patron of the 
Titerati; but that he was a brav 
ſoldier, and an able and' expert mis 


niſter, is not ſo. * unde 
ſtood. : 


8 


It is ith, an intention to make 
Him better know that I have un- 
435 dertaken 


en 


dertaken his. Life. Mz1z0M1ws, Aa 


£ 4 S 5 5 


very learned German, has done it 


in latin; his book is in very few 


hands; z he has loaded. the work 
with ſuch a vaſt number quota- 
tions and endleſs digreſſions, tha. 


the facts relating to MæcRNAS 
are loſt in an ocean of profound 
criticiſm and learning; hei IS tedious 


and prolix ; ; neither has he every 
where preſerved a regular method : 


as to the order of time-: 1 have en- 
deavoured todo this. He was, 1 con- 


fels, of uſe to me in the com poſi- 
tion of this work, and ſo was the 


very learned Abb? Richer, to whom 


Tam much indebted. I have cor- 


rected, expunged, and added ſome 


new obſervations, together with 


"MM 


7 


PREFACE. 


all tis critical, hiſtorical, and, geo- 
Ar el notes. os 


| The life ef e being 
pretty much connected with that 
of Avcustvs, I have lightly i in- 

terwoven ſuch (paſſages of that 
Prince as related to his favourite, 
and in which he was the chief and 
principal actor. 1 have collected 
all the facts with relation to my 
Hero as well as I could obtain 
them from ancient as well as mo- 


dern authors, facts which cannot 2 


but make a better impreffic on when 
reunited and brought to one point 
of light, than when diſperſed and 
ſcattered up and down in the wri- 4 
tings of Poets and Ha ftorians. | 
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arvs Citnivs MEN AS 
(2), according to HoRACE's ac- 

cCeount, came into the world on 
the ides (5 (the 13th day) of April; yp 
but where or in what year he Was born, 


4 


(a) Carvs was the roper name of Match: 
Nas, Citwius that of pr family, and Mz cz- 
As his ſurname. It was cuſtomary among the 
Romans to give the family name to their chil- 
dren the very next day —— were ae 


W 


2 The Life MxcENAS. 


is not known. His family was origt- 


the proper name was aſſumed, when they put on 
the Toga wirilis; and the ſurname. diſtinguiſhed 
the different branches of the family; this how- _ 
ever was often given upon other occaſions. Two 
furnames were ſometimes beſtowed on one and 
the ſame perſon ; the laſt of which was added on 
account of ſome gallant action, or victory, as 
AFRICANUS, ASI&ATECUS, &C.V arRo, Book vii. 
ſays Mzcenas took his name from ſome place; 
and it is conjectured that this was a burrough 
in Etruria, at ſome diſtance from the ſea, of 
which PLIX Y, Book xiv. Chap. 6. making 
mention of the beſt 7ra/zan wines, gives us an 
account, in Mediterraneo, Cæſenatia, ac Mace- 
naliana. Many Romans before, our Mzcrnas 
were of the name. SiLrus ITALicus, Book x. 
5. 39. eg. ſpeaks of the oldeſt of them, who 
was killed at the battle of Cannæ, the year of 
Rome 338, and was of the ſame family with our 
MrczN as. 5 3 
Oppetis, & Tyrio ſuper inguina fie veruto 
= Az as, bf Ae — e 
Et ſceptris olim celebratum nomen Hetruſcis. 
Erczro in his oration for CLUgnTIVs mentions 
a C. Mzcenas, a Roman knight, with great 
reſpect and deference, $i noma, nobly OP | 
ed Livius DRusvus, a tribune of the people, in 
he yearot.Reme Bj. 
(3) Tax ides were the 15th of the months of 
March, May, July, and OæFober, and the 13th 
of the reſt. The ſame ſtyle and method is ob- 


x " 
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a city in Etru- "3 


dual from Arezzo oY 
ſerved to this day at the 


Jvrrus ScarickR ſays, that 


1 


ECENAS Was 


born on the feaſt of Flos a; Jut he is miſtaken; 


for the Floram es were celebrated on the 


28th of April only. Hen Act kept the birthday. 


of MxczNASs conſtantly ae Log —_— invites 7 


Pürrtrs, | 565 


Ut tamen noris, 77 2305 Abe 
Gaudiis : idus tibi ſant agende ; 


ut _ menſem Veneris marine, » 
8 2 Finadii n 


Fure — 5 Jan&iorgue , 
Pune natali proprio + quod er * 
Luce Mezcenas MENS a — | 


1 Nor K. E. . Ge x xi. 


But why this — hath fetal care ? 
This invitation to the fair? | 

This or = g month Kivides, 

Oer w queen preſid: al 
Sacred to me, and due to mirth, vo | 
As the glad hour that gave tne birth: 


oF * 4 
= + 4 > 44 - 


* 
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For when this happy morn appears, 
5 8 ee 2 2 55 
To roll in bright ſucceſſion ro 
With, ev eee .crown'd,  . _ 
Faure, 


(e) 5 the e ane of the 
twelve cities of old Ftruria, brionging to the 
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great Dake of Tuſcany. | 41 
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Mzcenas, ataviy elite bao 
| o Hos. B. i. Ode i. 
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Tyrrhena regume pre 8 
2 Id. B. fil. Ode xxix, 


2 7? 


THASWS y WAS LESS 3 1 4 
4 Mzcenas eques E "ry de ſanguine regum. a 


rere . B. Ul. **. vii. 


de we a nin 
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ſon of Eu Rus, thereupon ſurrendered | 


that ſenſe., How will they, reconeile this to 1 


Dork not this yerſe dae e ae ge 
. 1 Te. A 

"HEN Toe" aeg Uo Is” 85 Fo | 
_ 4(e)ELmwvs' was Overcome: by. the Romans 


|  fanalles near the city of that 


of 1 )Phis: dbfeats of.» is 
Tuſcan intereſt z and Tuxkzkus, 5 „the 


tatörs dite the royal origin of Mac via; 
and ſay; 40 ſupport, their: argument, that the 


2 reges 18 Tee a for men in power, 


eat fortune. Hut 


- oft t A ik it. "The: 
that the authors no cited 


aſſertion 
ould have 778061 


made, uſe of reges in 


Patte in StL1usIraiievs,' + 4 8 


Et ſceptiis % celibratum der Etrifeir. » 22 


tors of Mx cENASs, whom 
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Vadimonis lacum. This, according to E 
Au Rr s Deſcript, Lialiæ, is the lake 5 


territories, or, as Fanniczy 
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6 The Life of MAcENAS, 

his metropolis to the Romans, He pres 
ferved nevertheleſs the cuſtoms and 
manners of his country, and even re- 
fuſed to learn the language of his con- 
querors. In this he was followed by 
his deſcendents down to Cacinna Vor- 


rukkkxvs chief of the Augurs, his 


great grandſon, who learnt the Latin. 
MkENIpPUs was the. ſon of this Cx CINNA, 


and father of MENopokus, who, ac- 


cording to the opinion of ſome people, 


was engaged with JuL1Us CæsAR againſt | 


Pomrety. From him deſcended Mxck- 
Nas, who on the mother's ſide was not 
leſs illuſtrious; both his grandfathers 
(f) having commanded the Roman legi- 


Y MzcenaTis patrem Menodorum, ſunt qui 
ſcribant, qui Julio Cæſari contra Pompeium af- 
fuit, quod Appianus ſignificare videtur. Me- 
nodori pater Menippus, Mznippi Cecinna, cu» 


Ons 


| | | | 
The Life of Mxctxas,. % 
ons (g). His anceſtors ſettling in Rome, 
were admitted into the Equeſtrian Or- 
der; a title which Mxcnxas' cotitent- | 
edly enjoyed while he lived ()). 


GrYRaLd. de Poet. Hiſtor, Dialog. iv. p. 203. 

Originem duxit Mæcenas ab antiquis He- 
truſcorum regibus, cujus maternus avus & pater- 
nus, magzis legionibus imperitarunt. 


(2) Tax Romans had two ſorts of legions, the 
great and ſmall. The m_ were compoſed of ſix 
thouſand foot, and fey 

horſe ; the ſmall often confiſted of no more than 
two thouſand men. Cigzro, ad: Atticum. B. V. 


Epiſt. xv, calls theſe exiles : Et cum exercitum 


; 


17 . 


en hundred twerity-ſix - ; 


noſter amicus habeat, tantum me nomen habere 


duarum legionum exilium.— The anceſtors of 
Mzctnas commanded the great legions. 


Non, quia, Mzcenas, Lydorum quicquid Etry cor 
Incoluit fints, nemo generofior eft te : 1 1 
— guod evus tibi fit maternus atque paternut, 
Olim qui magnis legionth ontbus imperitarenm. 
__. ** 00 hens Sat. "WL Sh 
Though, fince the Lydiant fill'd the Ty/can coaſts 
No richer blood than yours, Etruria boaſts; 
Though your great anceſtors could armies lead, 
You don't, as many do, with ſcorn * I 
The man of birth unknown. Francis. 


(5 Eques verd ipſe (ſays Cyraldus) forte ſua 
B 4 ALTHOUGH, 
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eben, me are not ſoffciently 
acquainted with the nature of his .edy- > 3 
cation, it is not in the leaſt to be doub- 3 
ed, but that particular care was taken, # 
From his very infancy, it | - ſhould be di- | 
table to his birth pad quality of ; frice he : 
is deſctibed, at the age of 50 as 
a perſon not only perfectly well dae! 


inthe Greek and Roman languages 0˙ 


-cortentus vixit, nec voluit ordinem excedare” 1 
„ See alſo Divan and Tacitus. 4 


* 
„ 6 


277 = Derr unh üblützue lin os; lays 


Horace toMzcenas. The Romans ſudied both 
the Latin and Greet. For though the Latin was 
their mother tongue, they nevertheleſs en 
themſelves very cloſely to it, in order ta write 
and ſpeak it correctly. -Ciczro adviſes, his ſon 


Mexcus, then at Athens, to join the ſtudy of 


Latin authors to thoſe of the Greek, as he . 4 
ſelf had done: Ut ipſe ad meam utilitatem ſem- 
er cum Græcis Latina conjunxi: neque id in 


5 <philoſophit ſolum, ſed etiam in dicendi ers a. | 


tatione feci: idem tibi cenſeo faciendum, ut par 


is in Atriuffue orationis Lacan. De , | I 8 
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phos, and Was W 


JF 8, 4 FERRIES 
69 66; Us placed Wang — Tl 
weed bas ih ebe 4 bag eg 15 d- 


ed with prudence, and becoming 

'SENEEXj who:was one of We 8 

ries, refuſes him not Pp iece of ju 

body deveid of pain; and en ou! 4 

were the two chief points” on which Ae a 

fixed his $ true happineſs; { But his preteh ded L. 
plied the word vb = 

by ſays: :StNECa; | 


cur ta yoluptatis Iaudatio pernici 


honeſta præcepta intra latent : e 

apparet:' In ea quidem ipſe 5 m . 
tis hoc veſtris popularibus dic icam) Kandis nos Fpt 
curum & recta precipere, &, f pr 

triſtia: Voluptas enim illa ad Parvum — 
revocatur; & quam nos virtuti legem EIS: 
eam ille dieit veluptatiIt- is therefore unjuſt, 


10 The Life of M&CENAS. * 
then in great vogue; eſpecially as many Z 
perſons of the firſt rank and diſtinion | 
countenanced and compoſed that ſect. 
Several excellent and valuable writings 
had been publiſhed about that time in 
ſupport of their doctrine. He was very 
fond of rhetorick and poetry, and even 
took a particular delight in diverting 
himſelf with the muſes : yet he never 
permitted. his fondneſs for them to in- 


terfere with his military exerciſes (1); 
this teſtimony is given him by a writer 
of his own time, and which will be con- 
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ſays our Stoic, that poor Eyicurus ſhould be 
ſo run down—Itaque non dico quod plerique 
noſtrorum, ſectam Epicuri flagittorum magiſ- 
tram eſſe; ſed illud dico, Male audit, infamis 
eſt, & immerito. [b:4. 


O Pro ius, in his Epicedium, Ele . i. plainly 
ſays M cx NAS went through his military exer · 
ciſes: 9 5 


Pallade cum dota Phabus donaverat artes: 
Tu decus & laudes hujus & ejus eras. 
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The Life of Mzcxnas 11 
med hereafter in the ſubſequent pages. 
e undoubtedly had received the ſame 
ducation which he recommended Oc- 
Avius to beſtow on the young Roman | 
obility, as we ſhall obſerve in its pro- 
er Places. . ! 


WI knw nothing of him during the 
rſt dawnings of his life ; ; he never ap- 
eared with any luſtre till after the 
zath of the great Jvrrus; when Oc- 
Avius formed the vaſt deſign of graſp⸗ 
g the empire of the Roman common- 
ealth. Julius, according to the Ro- 
an cuſtom (m), had ſent Ocrtayvs, 
is great nephew, a young man of an 
common genius, to ſtudy in Greece, 


(m) ET pacatis bellis civilibus ad erudiendum 

deralibus diſciplinis fingularis indolem juvenis, 

polloniam eum in futia ene 
\TERCULUS, B. ii. Chap. 59. | 
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16) TI ERE were many cities called au 
This we are now.ſpeaking of was 2 Grinl 10 
colony, fituated on the weſtern fide, 5 4 


= a, at, the mouth of che riv ver P ne 3. 


us Apo on iam ſtudii vatavit, ſays Sv * 9 707 : 
De vii. 1s. * Otav.  Cofers wh * wy cn 
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(e) 8 in all; probab{liey,.mut hi 

been at that time eight and twenty, or thirty jul 
_ of age, particularly if we are togive erectirfg 

. who pretend ys he was " peecopel 07 4 
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bling his reſentment towards the co 


days after, of the wounds he ha 


with the authority of a pretor, ſomething Uk 
dur lieutenant governors. Wh. 


14 The Life of MxcEnas. ? 
who was aiming at ; ſovereign OW: 
and was beſieging Modena, in whit 
Dciuus BxuTvs, one of the mui 
derers of CxsaR, then was. The Co 
ſuls HixTivs and Pansa command 
the army of the republic; and you 
Ocrtaviv 8, proprætor ( þ), at the hes 
of his father's veteran troops, who w. 
entirely devoted to him, artfully diſſen 


ſpirators, joined the conſuls again 
Axroxx, whoſe power he became yea 
lous of. The battle of Modena laſted tw 


whole days. ANnToxr loſt it; HRA 
was flain in the field by OcTaviv 


himſelf; and Pansa expired à fer 


( The proprætor, among the Romans, Go 
an officer ſent to govern a province, inveſte 


receive 


9 


The Life Mackxas. 15 1 
received in this action, though not with- 
out ſome ſuſpicion of poiſon. Mxcx- 
Nas Was an actor in all this terrible 
ſcene, never quitting his maſter's ſide, 
and by his counſel and bravery greatly || 
contributed to the ſuecefs and glory of | 
that day (4). . ws 
(7) PRoPERTIVs, B. ii. Eleg. i. aſſures uuns l 
that Mzcenas was at the ſiege of Modena in 1 
the Macedonian and Perufian wars, the naval fight 4 
againſt the younger PowPer, and at the battle A 

of Ackium: . . 1 
Qued mihi ſi tantum, Mæcenas, fata dediſſents 4 
Ut pofſem heroas ducere in arma manus; 2 
Bellague reſque tui memorarem Cæſaris; & tw 
Ceſare ſub magno cura ſecunda an EI, 
Nam quoties Mutinam, aut eivilia buſta Philipps, 
Aut canerem Siculæ claſfica bella fuge, 1 
Ewver/o/que faces antique gentit Erruſca, © I 
Et Ptolemæeæ littora capta Phar, — 
Aut regum auratis circumdate colla catems, + 4 
Actiague in ſacrd currere roftra vid, aft = 
Te mea Muſa ills ſemper contexerit armis, © = 
Et jampta & paſia pace fidele caput. 
The ſeventh line alludes to the ſacking of Pera- 
ia, a City of ancient Ttruria, whither Miz c- 
Nas accompanied his maſter—the eighth line 
ſeems to infinuate that he was alſo with OcTa- | 
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I hitioas man, refuſed his demand, 
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1 8 2 5 5 85 3 | : * on: Th” wy Mes a 
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1 "and Leerbvs forme . 
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vos at che conqueſt. of Eeypr, thou; 
Ixꝭũ ius expreſly ſays that Mzcayas' 0 et 
of Rome during thoſe laſt wars Dum ultimams 
1 bello Actiaco, Alexandrinogue Czfar .imponit, | 
N 3 manum, —tunc . cuſtodijs præpoſitus 
E 5 b ker, og and Rifled the conſpiracy” 
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' The Lay Mack nal. 7 ; 1 
at an iſland of the Panaro (7), near Mo- 
dena: They were unattended; neither 
did Ocravius adviſe with Mxcenas 
when he ſubſcribed that horrid pro- 
ſcription, by which ſo many of the beſt 
Roman citizens loſt their lives. | 


ANnToxy and OcTav1vs, leaving L- 
PIDUS at Rome, marched againſt BxuTus 
and Cassius the chief conſpirators. The 


two armies met near Philippi, a city of # 
Macedonia; and fought two battles, 
which were very deſperate, and at firſt 
uncertain in their events, till fortune, 
at length, determined in favour of the | 


(7) pandge is one of the principal rivers of 
E Lek Modena, — in the Appenine mountains, on 
fect - the borders of Taſcany, from whence it runs N. 
im- into the Modeneſe, and afterwards divides that 
dutehy from Romania, then turning E. runs 
through the Ferrargſe by the city Ferrara, and 
falls into the Adrzarzich at Valona, and i is called 
for that reaſon Po di Valona. 


8 „ 


18 The Lift of Maria: 
TRIUMVIRATE ; ; and. che two great and 
laſt defenders of the Roman liberty 
killed themſelves, to avoid falling into 
the hands of the conquerors. Mxck- 
Nas greatly ſignalized himſelf in theſe 
two battles (s); and he, who in time 
of peace was ſo diſtinguiſhed for his 
luxury and effeminacy, appeared in the 
fields of Philippi covered all over with 
blood and duſt, and terrible to his ene - 
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Horace, who in. his younger years | 
bore arms, was a tribune in the repub- 
lican army, under Bxurus and CassIus 


(0). He owns himſelf that he loſt both 
(s) PEDOXIUS, in his Epicedium, deſcribes the 
valour of Mzcznas in the fields of Philippi. | 


Pele ere in Amati bio fortem videre  Philippi 3 $ 
Dam nunc ille tener, tam gravis hoſtis erat. 


() Ir is plain from ſeveral paſſages in Had I; 
MACE, that he was a tribune in the army of _ 


his 


1 . 


— 


T he Life of Mxczxas, 19 


bis hanous and eſtate on that fata day. : 


12 and Clout, and loft all his fortune, | 


which obliged him to turn poet. 


Nunc ad me redeo libertino pat re natum 
em rodunt omnes libertino patre natum, 
unc, quia fim tibi, Maxcenas, convictor; at oling 
* mihi pareret legio Romana tribuno. 
| Hos, B. i. Sat. vi. 


* 


As for n a freemay's ſon confeſt ; 
A freeman's ſon, the publick ſcorn and jeſt, 
That now with you I joy the ſocial hour; 


That once a Roman legion own'd'my power. 


FRANCIS, 


Und: onal Arimune me demi ſere Philippi, 
Deciſis bumilem pennis, i nopemgque paterni 
Et laris, & fundi; paupertas impulit 8 


Ut verſus facerem. Hos. B. ii. Epiſt. 3 


Dread Pbiligpi- s field 
Firſt clipt 10 wings, and * my pride to 
vie | 
My fortune ruin'd, blaſted all my views, 


Bold Hunger vdg's, and wen: inſpir'd my Muſe, 


Francis. 


Poetry in the 4 gu age was not only a a more 
profitable but a more honourable . chan | 
it is in our days. 
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20 The Life of Macenas 
Reduced to poverty, he found himſelf i 


Hodie cum nullus ſit poetarum honos, nulla 
apud principes æſtimatio, magna non tantum 
rerum inopia premente, ſed mendicitate etiam 
anguſtantur: Meriones & tibicines dona magni- 
fica ferunt; Poetæ vix ſtipem accipiunt: ifti 
luxu abundant: hi inedia preſſi fortiter eſuriunt. 

LEONHARD. Porcivs ia dedicat, ad libr. 
de re pecuniaria antiquorum. 


Quis tibi Marcenas? quis nunc erit aut Proculeius? 
Tunc par ingento pretium. | 5 
5 JuvEnaL. Sat. vii. 
Though Hor ace was under a neceſſity of writ- 
ing for bread, we find nothing of his that has 
the leaſt air of careleſſneſs and neglect; either 
becauſe he very prudently ſuppreſſed all his ju- 
venile productions, or that his taſte and genius 
would not permit him to write but in the moſt 
beautiful and finiſhed got. It is likely how- 
ever that he would not have fucceeded ſo well 
but for the great favour of Mx CENAS: 


Negque enim cantare ſub antro 
Pierio, thyrſumwe poteſt contingere ſana 
Paupertas, atque Eris inops, 2 nocte dieque 
Corpus eget. Satur eft, cum dicit Horatius, obe“ 

IJuvꝝNAL. Sat. vii. 


Muſt be ſecure from want, if not abound. 
Unvex'd witch thought of wants which may betide, 
Or for to-morrow's dinner to provide. 

Hok Ack ne'er wrote but with a roſy cheek, 


Flis belly pamper'd, and his ſides were ſleak. 


OHAB. DRY DEN. 
under 


The Life of Mrexxas. 21 


under a neceſſity to commence poet; and 
he was more favoured by the Migſes than 
he had been by Mars and Bellona—his 
talents recommended him to MxCENAs, 
who ever after became his friend, his 
patron, and benefattor. Wk 


ALTHOUGH VIRGIL had not taken 
up arms againſt the TRIUMYIRATE, he 
was diſpoſſeſſed of his paternal eſtate, 
which their ſoldiers ſhared at the fields 
of Cremona and Mantua (). be poet, 


rc APOLLINARIS, in his preface to the 
Panegyric of Majortanvs, inſinuates that we 

owe the works of Horacs to the pardon he 
obtained through Mzcunas: 


Et tibi, Flacce, acies Bruti Caſsique cute, 
Carminis autor, qui wm er Vente. 


(a) 
L. Quo te, Mari, nu? an, quo via ducit, in 


urbem ? 
M. O Lycida, wivi per wenimus, af noſtri, 
Ruod numquam weriti ſumus, ut poſſeſſor agelli 
Diceret : Hæc mea ſunt; veleres migrate coloni. 


C3 " deprivu 


22 The Life of MxcENAs. a 
deprived*of his patrimony by the cen · 


turion ARlus, applied to Por LIio, to 


have it reſtored. This illuſtrious Naman ; 
recommended him to MczxAs; who 


not only favoured him with his protec- 


tion, but even introduced him to Oc- 
TAavIus, from whom he received all the 
ſatisfaction he could wiſh for. ViReIL | 


became an intimate of MzcExas; we 


are not only indebted to the zeal and 
enconragement of this patron of the 


Nunc dicti, triftes, quoniam fors omnia werſats 
Hos illi (quod nec bene vertat ) mittimus hados, 
| Viss. Bucolic. xi. 


L. Ho, Mokxis! whither on thy way ſo faſt ? 


This leads to town. 
O Lycipas, at laſt 
thought to fee, 18 


The time is come I _ g 
(Strange revolution for my farm and me) 


When the grim captain in a ſurly tone, 
Cries out, Pack up, ye raſcals, and be gone. 
Kick dout, we ſet the beſt face on't we cou d, 
And theſe two kids t'appeaſe his angry mood i} | 

I — of 28285 the Furies give him good. 


DvD EN. 


Muſes 


. 


The Life of Mxccznal® 23 
Muſes, for the Georgics, which ViRG1L | 


gratitude, but for the Aneids allo (x). 


- (x) MarxTiaL celebrates the generoſity of 
| Mck Nas, and the protection with which he 
favoured VIX OIL, and gave riſe to the Æneids. 
; . * 
Ingenium ſatri miratis abyſſe Maronis, 
Mec quemquan tantd bella ſonare tubd. 
Sint Mæcenates, non deerunt, Flacce; Marones, 
Virgiliumque tibi vel tua rura dabunt. 
Jugera perdiderat miſere wvitina Cremone ; 
Flebat & abdufas Tityrus Ager oves. 
Rift Thuſcus eques, pauperiatempue nalignam 
Reppulit, & celeri julſit abire fugd. © 
1 divitias, & vatum maximus eſto : 


2 licet & noftram, dixit, Alexin ames. 


Excidit attonito pinguis Galatta poetæ, 8 
T heſtylis & vabros meſſbas ufta genas : NEE 
Protinus Italiam concepit, & Arma virumque, 
Dui modo viæ Culicem flewertt ore radi. 
MagrT1arL. B. viii. Epig. lvi, 


This epigram informs us that MzzcenAas made 7 

VIß IL a preſent alſo of young Al ExIS, who - 
handed drink to him, and is honoured by the 

poet in his ſecond eclogue. Srxvius however 

in his comment upon this eclogue, and Ar u- 

LEIUS in Apel, ſay it was Poz LI made VIA SIL 

this preſent. Szxvivs farther obſerves, Vix- 

c1L was fond of young people, but adds, that 
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24 The Life of Mxctxas. 

Thus the favours of the Great inſpire and 
encourage genius, and are productive * 
the moſt excellent and immortal wri- 


tings (5). 


MxcENAs very warmly eſpouſed the | 


cauſe and intereſts of men of letters: a 


it was not with any immoral or indecent inten- 


tions; and this is agreeable to the character of 
prudence, for which he was always ſo remark- | 
able. rice | 


(3) Taz protection given to the Kl by 
men in power, has always retorted honaur up- 
on themſelves. What names have been more 


celebrated than thoſe of Aususrus and Mæ- 


cenas? The gratitude of poets has often out- 
run feceived favours—l ſhall take the liberty 


upon this occaſion to quote a few lines from 
Stpoxlus APoOLLINARISs, He is ſpeaking of 
Ocravius's generolity in reſtoring ViRGiL to 


his patrimony, and the eclogue the poet wrote 


an acknowledgement, 
Sea rus conceſſum dum largo in princlye Jaudat, 


Cœlum pro terris ruſtica muſa dedit. 
Mec fuit inferius Phabeia dona referre : 


Fecrrat hic . fecit && ile Deum. = 
Pref. —_— major. | 


| Frey 


Me Satureiano veltari rura {he * 


8 
* 


. | | C 5 7 TE 
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freſh opportunity offered ſoon after: 


VIX GIL and Varivs having mentioned 
Hozacs wm Yui «ae 
to ſee him. Let us attend the poet in- 
genuouſly repreſenting himſelf i in this 
firſt rencontre: 5 AE 


Feli cem dicere non hoc 

Me -poſſut, cafi quod te  fortitus — 
N ulla etenim tibi me fors obtulit : optimus 
8 2 
Virgilius, paſt hunc Paris, dixere quid 

_ effem. | 
Ut vent coram, fi ngultim bene 88 
(/ nfans namque pudor prohibebat . 


profari ) 


Non ego me claro patum patre, non ego 


circ um 1 | a, 


Sed, 
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Sed, quod eram, narro. Reſponders, £ * 

fun off BOS): jag 1 

Pauca. Abeo; et revecas nono 790. *. ; 
| jubeſque 8 213.9 #11571 2} of 


Eſe in amicorum numero: magnun -bec _ 


ego duco, | - 145 
Quod placui tibi, qui 2 ſemi 
honeſtum, 
Non patre praclaro, ed vita et . 
Pure 


Hon. Li Sat. 6. 


> 
— F 


Nor yet to Chance this happineſs I owe; 
Friendſhip like Pe ſhe had not 0 | 
POS 
My beſt-lov'd VIRG) IL firſt, den ann 
told, 7 - 
* my friends what character! hold: 
N When 


2 


6, 


5 
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When introduc'd, in few Sad faule dur 
words, e 

(Such as an infant modeſty affords) ' © 

I did not tell you my deſcent was great, 

Or that I wander'd round my n 8 
ſeat 

On a proud ſteed, in richer paſtures. 


bred: gp : 
But what 1 really 5 1 0 ſaid: 
Short was your e, in Iu uſual 
rain 5 5. EEE fo a 
I take my leave, nor wait on you again) 
Till, nine months paſt, engag'd and bid 
to hold gs 
A place among your nearer friends 


enrolP'd : 

An honour this, methinks, of nobles 
_ kind, 

That, innocent of hean, and pace of 
mind, 


Thou TY 


truth. As to the firſt, Hox Ack, who concealed 


23 The Life if MxcENAS. : 
Though with no titled birth, I aint 


his love, | : 
Whoſe judgment can diſcern : \whol 
choice appr. 5 54 
2. FRANCLIY 


Horace ſays nothing of | his pardon 
for having ſerved with BxuTus (2). 


A Ax anonymous writer of an abrid ement 
of the Life of Horace, pretends that 
taken priſoner at the action of Philppi, ad 
was not enlarged till a long time after: two 
fate, which in my opinion are not founded in 


no circumſtance that had ever happened to him, 
and even confeſſes: he threw down his ſhield, 
Celerem fugam ſenſi, relifta non bene parmull: . 
Horace, I ſay, makes no mention of his im- 
priſonment. It is, ſecondly, an abſolute miſtake 
to advance that his pardon was long deferred 5 
ſince he himſelf deſcribes the voyage in which 
4 accompanied Mzctnas and Cocceivs the 
very year after that battle, who were then 
ing to Brundiſium to reconcile the Graces 2 
tween Ax roxy and OcTavius: « | 


Egreſſum magna me accepit Aricia Romd. 


— = - — — = = = _ - — — = * 


Millia tum pranſi tria repimus, atque ſubimus 


but 


ut 
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but this we may eaſily ſuppoſe he ob- 
rained, from his great friendſhip and 


Impoſatum ſaxis late candentibus Anxur. 
Huc venturus erat Mæcenas optimus, atgus 
Cocceius, miſſi magnis de rebus uterque 
Legati, averſos ſoliti componere amicos. 


Hos. B. KL Sat, V. : 


fy 


Leaving imperial Rome, I took my way 


To poor Aricia, 


| then after dinner creep 
Three tedious miles, and climb the rocky ſteep, 
Whence Anxur ſhines. Mzctnas was to meet 
Cocekius here, to ſettle things of weight; 
For they had oft in embaſſy been join, 
And reconcil'd the maſters of mankind. 
Fans. 


It is therefore with 
the acquaintance of Mæcgwas with Hex Ack 
before the voyage to Brundifium, and ſoon after 


'Vireis, (for it was he who firſt ſpoke of Ho- 


RACE to him) had been recommended to this 


* 


at propriety I have fixed 


favourite miniſter. Noble minds are ſtrangers to 


envy. VIX OIL, far from being jealous of the 


great poets his cotemporaries, was even content 
to ſhare the favours of Mzcenas along with 


them. There were, and indeed are, but a few of 


ſo generous a diſpoſition, We have one exam- 
ple, that of NRMESTIUS towards CaLPURNIUs, 
both * paitoral pdets in the reign of CARx us and 
his ſons. Ngmes1us roſe to great preferments 
and was in high favour with his emperor: His 


intimacy 


30 The Lie of Macrxas, 


intimacy with MacEenas ; ; whoſe friend 
ſoon became the favourites of Oer 
'v1vs: this was the fate of HORACE; 


his wit and abilities endeared him to 
the PRINCE, as they had done before 
to the FAVOURITE, 


-- — 
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AFTER the bartle of Phi lippi Ax- 
TONY went into the Eaſt, where he fell 
in love with CLEOPATRA. While he 
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Ec: ſucceſs, ſays 6 an 3 u 
* tor of theſe poets, did + not prevent his in- 
c tereſting himſelf for CAL T URxIUS, who had 
«© talents equal to his own, though not attended 
<« with the ſame good fortune; for poor Car+ 
cc PURNIUS was reduced to the greateſt muſery, 
* —He was both his rival and benefactor.“ — 


* Fuit ex Africa Carchaginienſis Aurelius Olympia 
Nemeſianus, tantæ fuit autoritatis, ut cum eo Numerianus 
imperator doctiſſimus 1 in poetica facultate certaverit. 


* 
— — OR SHO — 


'y 

0 

15 

Fl 4 

4 h 
* 

1 


FT. Ovilius Titus  Calphurnivs Siculus Bucolica ſcriphit 
floruit Charo principe & fihis Charino & Numeriani Cz- 
faribus, Anno Chriſti cirtiter 288. Inopem ſe ipſe ſuo 
carmine fuiſſe oſtendit. 


Lil. Gyrald. de poet. Hiſtor, Dialog, 1 iv, p. 256, 
„ =o 


The Lift of Mackxas. : 3t | 
was in Egypt with his miſtreſs, FuLv1A 
his wife, piqued at Ocravrus for 
having repudiated her daughter, took 
up arms in Italy ; ; and engaged Lucius 


AnToxny, her huſband's brother, to 


her aſſiſtance. Oc ravius beſieged 
them in Perufia (a), and after a long 


ſiege obliged them to ſurrender. Ma- 


cENAS was preſent at the ſiege, and 


upon that occaſion gave freſh proofs of 


his courage, as well as milir ay know- 
ledge. * CT] 
8 | OY 


OcTavius at length made prepara- 
tions to carry on a war againſt the 
younger POMPEY, who was at ſea com- 
manding the fleet : but well apprized | 


of his ſtrength, and that he was aim; 


(a) PerRvSIA, now Perugia, a very old city 
in 77 uſeany, midway ran yours and * 
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CENAs, contracted and married (though 
contrary to his inclination) (6) ScRIBO- 


an alliance to engage PoMPEY ſtrongly. 


| m_ &lg Janvory 6 denoceie. APPIAN. 


N 
22 The Life 7 MxCENAs. 
ing at an alliance with M. AnToxY, he 
feared to have them both to cope with. 
To be armed therefore againſt ſuch an 
event, he, by the interpoſition of Mæ- 


NIA, ſiſter of nen LiBo, PO- 
PEY'S father-in-law, thinking by ſuch, 


in his intereſt in caſe he ſhould ſtand in 
need of him (c): a remarkable inſtance 


(5) Ocravivs divorced SckISONIA a year. 
after his marriage, on the very day ſhe was 
brought to bed of JuLia. He had married her 
out of policy, and parted with her on pretences 
that ſhe had been imprudent in her conduct; 
but it was in fact becauſe he had no farther oc- 
caſion for Pourzr's alliance: or, as Suzro- 
N1Us ſays, becauſe ſhe could not bear the cri- 
minal converſation that paſſed between her 
husband and Livia; & dimiſſam Scriboniam, 
quia liberius doluifſet nimiam potentiam pellet 


cis, Cc. c. 6g. Life of Auguſtus. 


(c) Ext Maine, oy Ne D ExpiCuny T1 A- 5 
Se- n Tg x1d8voil©- TTlouTniw, 6 iy £X,0b X£&i Th : 


of 


— 
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6f the policy of the prince; 5 whoſe 
only ruling ann were intereſt and 


ambition. 


Tas miſunderſtandings between Ax- 


rox and OcTaviuvs broke out afreſh. 
Three illuſtrious Romans (a ) PoLLio, 
MxckNAs, and Cocekrus undertook 
to reconcile them, and were named for 
that purpoſe, the Triumvirate. The 


choice could not have fallen upon men 


of greater abilities and better under- 


ſtanding. They heartily concurred in 
their endeavours, to craſh the ſeeds of 


theſe diſſentions, and they ſucceeded to 


7 70 2 5 r 6 To. nene. ch 


aproGeig EAovTo r AUTE; g ajuPolepss, Xs F. A. Koxxy- 


io feen ws obey afp, ex 0s r Arrwnie Tlo\Nwray 


* Mairnvay ex Twy Kaicoapo. 


Avr. De bell. init, k . 


a: appoint- 


34 The Life f Macenas. 3 
appointed for the negotiation ; and, in 
order to give it the greater ſtrength 
and weight, it was agreed upon by all 
parties, that an alliance ſhould be con- 
cluded between the two rivals. Octa- 
VIA, the ſiſter of OcTavivs, had juſt 
about that time loſt her huſband Man- 

ckLLus; ſhe was to marry . ANTONYz 
to which her brother readily eonſented. 
The troops of Oc r Avius and ANTONY, 
by this means become allies in the field, 
expreſſed their ſatisfaction; and their 
loud repeated acclamations, and rejoic- 
ings, continued a whole day and a night. 
VIn GIL, Horacs, Vakrus, HELIoDor 
Rus, and ſeveral other Literati, accom - 
panied Mckxàs in this expedition to 
Brundiſium. The i important affairs with. 
which this able negociator was entruſ- 


ted, were no. interruptions to his natu- 
ral 


The Life of Mxcanas 4g 
ral and uſual gaiety: His employments 
„ 
turned his attention from the Muſes, or 
diverted him from his converfation and 
intercourſes with men of letters. Ho- 
RACE has given a very humorous deſ- 
cription of this voyage (e). 7 


Tuus Ocravtus and AnToxY be 
came once more reconciled; but it was 
ſuch a reconciliation as the great are 
uſed to, who are ever ready to fa Ws 
fice their friendſhip to the leaſt ap- | 


(e) We have already taken notice of Ho- 
RACE'S journey from Rome to Brundiſium, Note 
(r). ArrIAN in Book v. ſays Maegnas was 
nominated by OcTavivs, PoLLio by ANÞOSY, / 
and Cocekius by both, to accommodate their 
differences, but ſpeaks not a word of Fonr81vs.. 
Cairo. Coccuivs, great grandfather of the 
emperor Nxxva, was an eminent lawyer, and 
equally the friend of Oe ravius and ANTONY+ : 


Da pets 
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pearances of intereſt, This ſoon hap» 
pened. Their good underſtanding was 
but of ſhort duration: how could it 
poſſibly be otherwiſe with two compe- 
titors for ſovereign power? ANToNy, a 
few years after, re-exaſperated againſt 
Ocravius upon ſome reports that had 
been propagated, ſailed towards Italy 
with three hundred ſhips. The affairs 
of OcTtavivs became deſperate ; he 
was waging a diſadvantageous war 
againſt PoupEx the younger, and was 
{till in greater awe of ANTONY (Y. In 
this perilous juncture he ſent Mx c- 
NAs to him, to endeavour by gentle 
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means 


Bey | 
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means, to remove ſuch new grievances, | 
as might have given occaſion for any 
| freſh rupture between them. Had this 
negotiation miſcarried, OcrAvrus de- 
termined to have quitted his maritime 
enterprize, and to have collected his 
whole force by land; but he had 
truſted his intereſts in very able hands; 
the eloquent and active miniſter was 
perfectly well acquainted with his buſi- 
neſs, and ſoon freed Ocravrus from 
his diſquietude, by declaring Axroxr 
would join him againſt Pomeey. 


PL TARCH relates the ſtory ; dif- 
terently : Ax rox, ſays he, not being 


Mie Ee To ppeNov, uToyvue 92 Ma preAAg Te0:wr®-, 6; 
r 4J:\@Þny Kairap®- exe Oflaviar, iiiraey of tan> . 
acxias Thr Oflagiay Allo Toy Kaioaps eyſunoas, xa 
0 H QUTIE Evny[ua, xa NOTMAGOITO GAANNNEL, a Ham 
Taps Tg FIATE 1%, £VAnpar og EXATERY AUTWY NOAV. 
GT XY 91. bY d, TE TG npepars ab ova r voxla Tara) 0 


Apr. I. v. Civil. p. 367. 
Dai received 
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received at Brundiſium, arrived with his 


fleet in the harbour of Tarentum. Oc- 
TAVIA, who accompanied him in this 
voyage, begged leave to pay a viſit to 


her brother, which was granted. She 
met OcTaviuvs on the way, and (ſe- 
conded by MxcENAS and AGRIPPA) 


very pathetically complained of her 


unhappy ſituation, in caſe of a breach 


between her huſband and her brother“ 
OcTavivs, moved by his ſiſter's tears, 


and by his friends perſuaſions, went to 
Tarentum (g) and there concluded # 


treaty with ANTONY as little durable 


as the reſt. 


OcTavivs, diſengaged from his fears, 
and ſtrengthened by the alliance of An- 


(8) TarenTo, now a ſmall city in the king- 
dom of Naples, having an harbour in the gulf f 


Otranto, near the mouth of the Tara. 


TONY 
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rox and Lxribus, renewed the war 
with PoMPEy, and would have invaded 
Sicily: but he was diſappointed in his | 
| deſigns by a violent tempeſt, which put | 


| his fleet into great diforder. Mackxas 5 


had ſhare in theſe dangers; and Oc- 
TAVIUS, apprehending the news of this 
diſappointment, together with the ſcar- 
city of proviſions, might raiſe new com- 
motions at Rome, where PoMeEy's cauſe 


ſeemed to be moſt favoured, upon ac- 
count of his father's character, ſent his 
favourite thither, to N them to their 
duty. 


| Ocravavs, having refitted his fleet 
the year after, returned i into Sicil, with 
AczIpea and Mxctnas. AchkTDDA 
_ overcame DEMOCHARES, who com- 
manded a ſeparate body of troops for 
D 4 Pour; 


49 The Life of M&CENAs, 
 Pomyey; Pomety beat OcTavivy, 0 
Rome was at this time in ſome confy- | 
ſion; a few turbulent ſpirits were plot. 
ting new miſchiefs. Ocravius ſent 
MxcENas thither, in order to appeaſe I 
thoſe troubles, and to puniſh the ringt 
leaders; we know very little of this 
affair from hiſtory! with any degree of | 
certainty. As ſoon as he had ſucceeded 
in his commiſſion, MACENAS rerurn'd 
to the fleet, and was preſent at the laſt 
battle which PoupEY gave Ocravivg 
near the promontory of Pelorus (hb). 
The victory was chiefly owing to. the 
valour and addreſs of AG RPA. Mx- 
cENAs however ſignalized himſelf , in 
this battle, and had g ſhare in the glory, 
He was both the ſoldier and command- 


(5) A promontory of * now called c. 
at Faro, 5 
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er on that 1 important day, having him- 
ſelf ſet fire to the enemies ſhips, moſt 
of which were, either burnt or ſunk (i). 
Poux EY, who a little before was at the 
head of three hundred and fry ſhips, 
was now obliged to make the beſt of 
his way towards Aſia, with fix or ſeven 
ſhips only, and was ſlain by AnTowy's 
order at Miletus (4). The fame year, 
LEPIDUS, whom OcTavius had com- 
manded up to his ſuccour, and had paſ- 
ſed out of Africa into Sicily, finding 
himſelf at the head of twenty legions, 
after the defeat of Poux, poſſeſſed 


| (i) pe in his Epicedium, Elegy firſt, 

obſerves that Mzcenas gave great proofs of 
his courage at the laſt battle fourks * the 
younger POMPEY : 


Ilum piſcof viderdne Jaxa Peli 
Ignibus hoſtilis tradere ligna ratis. 


(4) Now Melazzo, a town ſituated o on a "I 
ot. the ts * one miles 8. of Smyrna. 


himſelf 


| 
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himſelf of Me eff ina, and formed the de. Vs 
ſign of reducing the whole iſland to his 
obedience; but his ſoldiers deſerted, 8 
and went over to Ocr Avius, who de- 
graded, and ſtripped him of all his en: 
ployments. S 1 


* 


Touch MxczNas was very uſeful 


to Ocr Avius during the civil wars, as 


he was his privy counſellor in conjunc- 
tion with AcrIPPA, he was nevertheleſs | 
frequently ſent to Rome, of which he 
was prefect as well as of all Italy. The 
prefect (/) was one of the chief magiſ- 


— ects 


wi 4 
—  — — 


(1) Horace in his Odes ſpeaks of Macr- 


NAS as a magiſtrate, 


—— — 


Tu civitatem quis deceat ſtatus 
Curas, & urbi folicitus times. 
Hor. B. iii. Ode xxix. 


But you for Rome's imperial ſtate 
Attend with ever watchful care. 3 
FRANCI1sS, 


trates 
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trates o of Rome. He had the ſole ma- 
nagement of affairs when the conſuls and 
emperors were abſent; was entruſted 
with the regulation of civil matters 
proviſion, buildings, ſhipping; all crimes, 
whether commitred in the city, or within 
à hundred miles round, came immedi- 
ately under his cognizance, and he con- 
demned to death without appeal. How 
great and extenſive muſt have been the 
capacity of this man, who could, and 
did, ſo well diſcharge his duty through 
a multiplicity of offices of ſuch dignity- 
and importance | Never did magiſtrate 
. himſelf ſo honourably as M =cx- 

: Rome was ſecure during his admi- 
A he ſpared. the lives of his | 
fellow citizens, nor ever committed the 


leaſt injuſtice (m). 


(m) SENECA, who cannot be ſuſpeted of flats 
tering Mzcsnas, admires his ſweetneſs and 


THE 
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Tux peace which then ſubſiſted 
was not built on a ſolid foundation. 
Ocravius and ANTONY were both of : 
them too aſpiring to be ſincere. Di- 
rected by policy, and influenced by the 
circumſtance of their affairs, they bes | 


j 


came ſometimes jealous, reſerved, and 
ſuſpicious—at others again free; open, 
and confident. OcTavivs at length, 


wiſely judging of Ax rox by his for- 
mer conduct, rather choſe to come to 


an open rupture, and to throw off the, 
maſk, than to keep up a pretended: 
friendſhip, which was conſtantly expoſ- 


humanity of behaviour while amagiſtrate, Maxima 
laus illi tribuitur manſuetudinis : pepercit gladio, 
ſanguine abſtinuit : nec ulla alia re quod poſſet, 
quam licentia, oftendit. Senezc. Epiſt. cxiv. 
It is remarkable that this cenſor never ſpeaks 
well of Mzctnas, but he makes ſome ill-na- 


„ 


tured reflection at the ſame time. 


_—_— 
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ing him to the ſeeret machinations of 
his enemy. Axroxv had been pro- 
poſed as conſul for the enſuing year: 


the ſenare, at the ſolicitations- of Oc- 
TAVIUS, reverſed the election, and de- 


clared war againſt CLEO AT RA: An- 


TONY, on the other hand, divorced, he” MN 
prudent OcTavia; and great b 


rations were made on both ſides 4a 
carry on hoſtilities. The battle of Ace 
tium (u) decided the quarrel; the fleet 
of OcTavivs, commanded by AGRIPPA,. 
gained a compleat vitory. Mzctxas' 
was there 009 We cannot preciſely de- 


(n) A promontory of Epirus now nnen Cape : 
ot Figalo. ; 


0 Tas firſt Ode of the Epoics of Hondo | 
informs us that Mckxas was to go on board 
of OcTavius's gallies, in order r to attack AN- 
rox x's men of war: | 


Ibis Liburnis inter alta navium, 
Amice, propugnacula. 


termine 


—ͤU—— . — Py 


| 7 „ ”* 
S . 72 / —— . eee 
3 WITTE — » a; n 3 , KR 77 : | - 
2 9 ext uh Ef. 0 88 Ok Ls) * — 
* S 5 9 r : : « 
£2 : — . "+ — — 2 
2x3 2 ö . n . — a b 
— — * FA — 8 * ( * RN 2 4 4 ut 
— A —_— ' 8 1 23 —— Bo 
: — * 4 n * 1 io * 4} * * " mow,” 2 RS ane *. 
— — — — ns lg — Tz — nn . . woo roo — p as \ 
— * 5 3 NN _ 
— — — ** . 5 P_ * 2 — 
"4 4 2 2 66 — 2 — 
* — w * * — . „ 53 - Fa 7 * —_— * 
1 : ; _ — 4 Le Re — g 
7 * Ss N Norte In > 
+ if, - — 1 P24 > © . 
* * * - 5 — — — — — . 
N I — 2 * / _ * 1 
— — — — —o_ — : - : — . 
- ” 2 2 2 2 oa of % a 
5 — — == — ——— — — — 2 — — - 0 = 
= _— — 6 — 
7 „ 2 __ a bo a — * 22 2 + 
— * — . = 
. 


* ** * 
* — - — 
Fa eee ba, s . * 1 . 
5 — ——— — . be — Pon * 2 s = be = * 4 by - [ 9 parent; wp, - 
- * ry ry > 5 _—_ c _ * — rot 7 22 2 7 _ 
\ £ * l + FELT I 2 5 3 — 2 1 5 ih ” eng * 2 2 — — 5 — 
3 * t 2 N 4 2 — 8 a r * K 0 1 1 2 25 4 N — 2 a Pp ** wars, Fog 1. 2 0 a %y 
1 . 1 — ** md FT 


8 


— _ 


pp TONE 


— — — 


— 
— 
4 


us, that Mzcenas having convicted young 
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termine what poſt bis held, 3 vt B 


Paratus omne Caferis periculun 
Subire, Mzcenas, tuo. 


While you, my brave luftrious lend. 
Would Czsar's perſon with your own Ken: 
And Ax roxr's high-tower'd fleet, - 
* * . galleys fearleſs meet. 

PAN cs. 


ke 3 ks hat. he ever quitted 
Rome. ApPIAN, B. v. De BGellis civil. aſſures 


Lzripus of the plot againſt OcTavivs, or- 
dered him to be conducted to Acbium, where the 
prince then was. | 
Ir this be true, it is plain, Mzcznas coll : 
not have been preſent at that battle, ſince. * 1 
muſt at that very time have been at Rome attend · 
ing on his office of prefect. But VEIIEIus, 
B. ii. c. 88. fays LE PIDUS conſpired againſt 
OcTavius, while he was engaged in this laſt 
war, Dum ultimam bello Actiaco Alexandrino- 
que Cæſar imponit manum, &c. Mzcrnas ; 
might therefore have been in that action, and 
return afterwards to his office, while Ocravius 
was purſuing Ax rox x, and carrying the war 
into Egypt. Prpoxlus, who bved at that time, 
puts an end to this diſpute. He paints the Va- 
lour of his hero in that famous affair: 8 


Cum freta Nihace texerunt lata Carine, 

Fortis erat circum, fortis & ante ducem. 

Militis Eoi fugientis terga ſecutus, 1 
Tertius ad Mili dum fugit ille ca 2 
piced. Eleg. i. 


— ; K 


4 OY 


courage 


5 1 
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courage and bravery were celebrated; 
he purſued ANTONY and CLEO ATRa, 
who fled towards P elgponngſur, and 


thence into Egypt. After this victory, 


which gave Ocravrus the empire of 
the world, MxcRNASA returned to his 
former poſt of prefect. The victorious 


troops, enraged at their being diſband- 


ed without receiving the reward they | 


expected, mutinied at Brundiſum. Oc- 


ravius, fearing they would not re- 
gard MAcENnas as he was of the equeſ- 


trian order only, ſent Ac RIA into 


{italy on ſome other pretext; but he 
was obliged to go thither in perſon, and 
his preſence quieted the tumult. Do- 
NATUS, in his life of VId IL, tells us 
it was then that OcTAv1us attended to 
the reading of the  Goorgics, in Atella a O . 


2 2) Nxax the chat 8. drpins. 
a city 


4% The Life if Micixas/ 
2 city of Campania, at which Mc 
NAS was alſo preſent, and aſſiſted his 
friend VIRGIL in reading alternately ? 
with him: We may obſerve with Sur 
' TONIUS (9), that this prince, amidſt alt ; 
the troubles of civil war, never forgot A 
to cultivate the belles lettres, but ho® ; 
nored men of learning with his favor 
and attention, whenever they read over 
their works to him, wherher they were ; 


* * . 
ATE 


in proſe or inverſe, | OOO. 


ArrER Octavivs had ſertled his 
affairs in Italy and Rome, he failed for 
Syria, with the deſign of attacking 
Egypt, and left Mxcenas and ACR PX 
at Rome, to govern in his abſence. K 


14 


(7) In cExIA ſeculi ſui at "It 1 fovit. do 
Recitantes & benigne & patienter audivit, nec 
tantum carmina & hiſtorias, ſed & orationes & _ 
dialogos. Suk TON. Life of Auguſius, Chap- 89. 


power to open all letters he ſhould fend, 
either to the ſenate, or to private per- 
alterations in them, as they ſhould chink 
proper; they were farther inveſted with 
an authority to iſſue out edits in his 
name, in caſe of neceſſity: and in order to 
enforce their adminiſtration, He deliver- 
ed them his ſignet; on which the figure 
of a ſphinx was impreſt (7). The wits 


- 


(r) PLiny, B. xxxvil. c. 1. els. of this 
ſeal of Avousrus. He at firſt had the impreſ- 
fion of a ſphinx on it. Divus Auguſtus, ſays 
PL.1xY, inter initia ſphinge ſignavit. Duas in 
matris annulis jam indiſcretz magnitudinis in- 
venerat. Altera per bella ctvilia, abſente eo, 
amici ſignavere epiſtolas & edicta—non infa- 
ceto lepore accipientiam, ænigmata adferre eam 
ſphingem—Auguſtus poſtea ad evitanda convi- 
cia ſphingis, 


Suk rox ius fays, In diplematibus libellifque & | 
epiſtolis ſignandis, initio ſphinge uſus eſt: mox 
imagine magni Alexandri: noviſime ſyay] Dioſ- 
coridis mauu fculpts, qua ſignare inſecuti quo- 


of 


exandri magni imagine fignavit.. 
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of thoſe days diſplayed their calents/wp- | 
on that occaſion. This ſphinx, ſaid they; | 
portends riddles. To prevent theſe rails | 
leries, OcTavivs changed his ſeal, and | 
had the figure of ALExanDER the Great, 
and n bis own a upon 


It (6). , of _ "FS 5 7 5 | £5 68 i 


5 YL 4 2 3 _ 
f n — 
” ä 

Hy 3 
W © 0 3 oRA 

: + 


— — is . 
— — — — 
, 
18 
N 
* 


— 3 
— — N Ve 
— 2220 —— —̃— —— 


T HE Wise with. which Mace 
ſometimes ſealed his public inſtrumenty 
was a Fos. . The people dreaded 


que principes perſeveraverunt. Dio cin 
what Suxroxius writes upon that ſubject. The 
ſucceeding emperors imitated Avus rus in this, 
excepting Gal BA. Hic canem ex prora navis 
proſpectantem, * a majoribus ſuis aceeps 
tum, uſurpavit. Dion, B. Wt 7 
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__ takes notice of the ſeal of M ECENASS 


ws 


— 


— aw * 
— = 
zi; Ac — >—— 
_ —— 


— — 4 —— 
— —— E&E—ä——mT¶RꝗÄ . * 
—— — — 
. 


Ee ee EE 
a * . 
ä — 2 woke 
— eo - 


4 


Thr Life of Macinai: 


this animal, 


was a man of uncommon ſenſe, it was 


ately. Many were of opinion that he 
had ſome Hierog| rphical meaning in 


Mzcenatis rana, per collationem 


in magno terrore erat. 


publicis annulo re * haud dubie utebatur. Cre- 
ditur enim A fuiſſe cancellarius: ut ejus 
familiaris . innuit, à frequente amico 
rogatus, ut apud Mzcenatem aj, * 


| Tnprimat his cura Macenas figna tabelli. 
Dixeris, Bxperiar : Si vis, potes. _ 


Dio Caſſius addit, Auguſtum promiſcue Leila 
præcipuum credidiſſe Mæcenati & Agrippæ; & 


ſeriptas vel alio, impune relegerent & immuta- 
rent. Gufp. PANCIROLLI A. Rerum memorabi- 
lun, tit De legatis. in Saimath. cam. e 


— 2 forte ranas filete Juſlit ; ; atque 
| | E * boy, 


by 5 
„ ; 
n 

FR LOSS 4 


3. 
annexed to his tax bills. As MxcENas 
preſumed be never did athing inconſfiders, 


this. Su Toxius relates the following 
ſtory (4): .OcTaviv * when a linle. 


the impreſſion of which was 2 frog: Quin etiam f 


Mzcenas ranam ſeulptam ſibi ** at in 


tantum tribuiſſe ambobus, ut literas a fonarus | 


(% Coun primum fari copier in in avito oo fie. 
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on that occaſion. This ſphinx, ſaid they; 
portends riddles. To prevent theſe rail- 
leries, OcTavivs changed his ſeal, and 


had the figure of ALExanDEr the Great, 
and afterwards his on engraved upon 
It (s ). . | 1 ' TY +2 PINE: 20 
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Tas device with which Mzcenas 
ſometimes ſealed his public inſtruments 


que principes perſeveraverunt. Dion confirms 


what SUzToN1vs writes upon that ſubje&. The 
ſucceeding emperors imitated AucusTvus in this, 
excepting GaLBa. Hic canem ex prora navis 
proſpectantem, ſignum a majoribus ſuis acceps 
tum, uſurpavit. Dion, B. li. KEN 0 
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tory, takes notice of the ſeal of Mxzcsnass 
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was a FROG. (). The people dreaded 
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The Liſe of Mackxas. 
this animal, becauſe it was very often 
annexed to his tax bills. As Macenas 
was a man.of- uncommon ſenſe, it was, 


* 


x 


preſumed he never did a ching inconſidera 
ately. Many were of opinion chat he 
had ſome hierogiyphical meaning in 
this. Suk roxrus relates the following 
ſtory - (4): OcTaviv * when a little 


the impreſſion of which was a frog: Quin etiam 

Mzcenatis rana, per collationem pecuniarum, 

in magno terrore erat. =; 
Mzcenas ranam ſculptam, ſibi habuit; at in 


publicis annulo regio haud dubie utebatur. Cre- 


ditur enim Auguſti fuiſſe cancellarius: ut ejus 
familiaris Horatius innuit, à frequente amico 
rogatus, ut apud Mzcenatem ſuffragaretur? . 


| Inprimat his cura Macenas figna tabelll. 
Dixeris, Experiar : Si vis, potes. 


Dio Caſſius addit, Auguſtum promiſcue flac 


2r=CIpuum credidiſſe Mæcenati & Agri fer | 
tantum tribuiſſe ambobus, ut literas vi Me N 
— vel alio, impune relegerent & immuta- 
rent. Guid. PanciR LLI lib. Rerum memorabi- 
hunt, tit De legatis. in Salmath can. * 


(z) Cum primum fari copiſiet in avito w - 5 


Tun "OO forte ranias ſilete juſſit; z atque 


E 2 


boy, 
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boy, being at his grandfather's co 
try-ſeat, ordered the frogs to hold their 
croaking, which (as it was reported) 
they immediately obeyed, and were 
ever after filent in that place, as the 
frogs of Seripho (ab) are faid to be; of 
which PI xr gives us an account (x) 
It was in alluſion to this fable, which 
Hattered the vanity of OcTavzus, that, 
Mxcexas chofe à frog for his feah, 4 


which became (on account of this mira . 


culous event) the emblem of difcrerion, 


for which this illuſtrious favourite. was, 


remarkable. Others again were of api- 
you, that this e animal was 
ex eo negantur ibi ranæ coaxare. SvzTON. an | 
Y Augustus, chap. 94. ; 4 


(%) Ons of the Cyclade iſlands in | the techs I 
18 called Serfino. 


(a) * ſunt etiam YA Ranz) nunc c in 1 
128 inſula. L. viii. c. 58. : 
| . ſymbolical 
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ſymbolical of the power he was inveſt 
with, both in nn and * affairs: © 

yu TONY, finding hes niece 
undone; diſpatched himſelf. Cl EKora- 
TRA, to avoid being carried away in 
triumph, ordered an aſpick to be ap- 
plied to her arm, and was ſtung to 
death. While theſe things were tranſ- 
acting in Egypt, M. Levrpus, fon of the 
TxruxviR and of Jura, Bavro? ſiſter, 
a a young man, ſays VELLEIUS (/ of a 
good figure, but of a weak judgment, 
formed a deſign to murder Ocravius 
on his return to Rome; bur this was 


(3) Bug ding bella Aizco Alexandri- 
noque Cæſar iniponit manum, M. Lepidus ju- 
venis, forma quam mente melior: Lepidi, nis, 
qui triumvir fuerat reip. conſtituendæ, f 


Junia Bruti ſorore natus, interficiendi, umu Fg | 
urbem revertiſſet, Cæſaris conſilia 1 inierat. VII- 


LELUS PATERCULUS, B. ii. chap. 88. 


E 3 prevented 
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34 De Life of Mac ENAS. 
prevented by the vigilance of the Prev 
fed : Mxckxas very narrowly watched 
the motions of this imprudent man; and 
judging it upon the like occaſions to. be 
more ſafe and palitic to act, rather thay 
to deliberate, had him ſecured, and withs | 


cut any noiſe or diſturbance ſtifled the 


plot, and cruſhed the ſeeds of a fr _ 
civil war, jn the very bud. Lrripus c 
received a puniſhment due to ſuch i im. 


; 


Prudence and remerity. PL mY 


OcrAvius, hails Sd be pt o 
2 province, returned into /taly towards 
the middle of the ſummer, He entered 
Rome in triumph, and the temple of 
Janus was now locked up by his com- 


mand, after having been kept open two 


hundred years. It was then, ſays Sus- 
- NY 


r. flected on the 


TONIUS (2), that he 


repeated reproaches made him by Au- 
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TONY, with being the only perſon. who | 


oppoſed . the re-eſtabliſhment of the 


common- wealth; and that he deliberated 5 


whether he ſhould reſtore liberty again 
to the Romans. It is much queſtioned, 


however, whether he thought ſeriouſly 
of the matter. Princes of Ocravius'“ 


complexion can eaſily conceal their ſen- 
timents, nor is it an eaſy matter to pry 
into their ſecret intentions. Be this ag 
It will, he conſulted Ad RIPPA and Mx. 
CENAS, his two intimate friends, upon 


this remakable occaſion (a). As RIPPA 


) De reddenda republica bis cogitavit ; pri- 
mo poſt . ſtatim Antonium, memor 
objectum ab eo fib? fepius, quaſi per ipſum ſta- 
ret, ne redderetur. Su ETON. Life of Auguftus, 
chap. 28. : f — 
(a) Vinert, 8 to Dow ara; was 


. conſulted upon this important affair by Oc ra- 


E 4 perſuaded 


\ 1 TR 
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perſuaded him generouſly to reſign the 


ſovereignty, and to ſhew by his 


ration that-he had only taken up arms. 


to revenge the death of CxSAR. Nor 
did he forget to repreſent, by various 
examples, the dangers and fatal conſe- 
quenees of monarchy, which is ſo dif. 


guſtful to a republican ſpirit. But M- 


cenas, conſulting nothing but the 


prince's intereſt, painted the riſques * Y 
an abdication in- the ftrongeſt colors; : 
He farther obſerved, that the very ſons 
and friends of thoſe whom he had been 


obliged to ſacrifice, would loſe no op- 
porrunity of attacking and perſecuting 


s, as ſoon 2s they fond themſelacs 


upon d level with him; that having PR 


vius—but this fact has the le weight: as * 


can find no e for it among the e 8 


_ 


1 
The Li F Mxckwas. 
an end to the civil wars, and quiet! 
minds of the people, he had juſtly" a 
right to the imperial diguity; and that 
the great and vaſt empire, now required 
one chief only to maintain peace and 
order; that although that ſtep had coſt 
the great JULIVs his life, it was owing 
to his proud and haughty demeanour, 
an error which, no doubt, Ocravrvs 
would moſt carefully avoid. Ocravrvs, 
after having heard their opinions, ad: 
mired the frankneſs of Ack A, but 
preferred the advice of MxCENIAs (5). 
It no doubt coincided with his own pri- 
vate wiſhes; for we find him acting the 
ſame farce over again, two years after! 
in the ſenate houſe,” when he affeded to 
reſign the purple. It would have ſtartled 


3 47 


(2 Ta . dn Ig dns paves ien. Dion. | 


| 


him, | 
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him, had they taken him, at his word, 4 


but he was ſecure: the ſenators, though | 


they greatly wiſhed it, did not dare ta 2 


declare themſelves, but meanly entreaty 
ed him to continue their ſovereign. 


I RETURN ta MxckxAs. | Some mo- 
dern writers would intimate that policy. 
and ſelf-intereſt only were the chief 
motives which induced him to give Oc: 
Avius this advice, as if truth and fin- 1 


cerity were incompatible among cour- 
tiers: That MxcEnas was moved to it 5 


from a natural inclination to luxury and 
effeminacy, and from his apprehenſiong 


of public cenſure in a republican go- 
vernment. But there is not the leaſt 
foundation for ſuch a conjecture; nei- 
ther is it ſupported by the authority of 
any one ancient writer. How can we 
ſuſpe& 


ſed OcTavivs ta conſtitute à cenſor, 
in order to examine into the families, 
fortune, and conduct of the ſenators and 
knights, of Which number he was? He 
moreover laid dan very excellent rules 
and inſtructions hoy to govern, and told 
him, the only way to accuſtom the Ro- 
mans to his dominion, and to inſure his 
own ſafety, was to make them his friends, 
a guard by far more ſecure than thay 
of his ſoldiers; and that this was eaſily 
attainable, provided his conduct was 
modeſt and virtuous, that he raiſed no 
new impaſts, nor condemned any perſon 
for a fault, 'which he might himſelf be 
charged with; in ſhort, if he behaved 
towards his ſubjects, in the manner he 
would chooſe to be treated himſelf was 
he 


— 


ve 
i 
* 


he in the ſame 2 This able 
confident farther adviſed him to iure 
out orders, that the ſons of knights . 
ſenators ſhould from their infancy be 
well inſtructed in the Belles lettres, and 
as they advanced farther in years, 
ſhould be taught to ride and all ſuch 
other exerciſes as became tho young 
nobility; for which purpoſe he ſhould 
engage learned men, and different 
maſters into his pay : from ſuch 4 
good education, he might always ex- 
pect the greateſt employments would 
de diſcharged with honour, as they 

would then be filled by perſons equal 
to ſuch important truſts. As to the 
title Oeravios was to aſſume, he 
obſerved, that of king was hateful to 
the Romans, and was therefore to be 
rejected; that of Dictator had been 
1 fatal 


— 


The Life of Maca 6t 
fatal to his great: untle; he might theres 
fore be content with that of — 
a title the ſoldiers gave their victorious 
generals. OcTavrys did fo; and fomd 
his account in it; t Mizctxas he wid 
indebred for all the glory andifeliaity of 
his reign: Nor were the arts and ſci- 
ences- which he protected the leaſt or- 


naments of it: Poetry efpectally, which 
was his chief amuſement, wes carried 


at that time to its utmoſt perfection and 
beauty, by the encouragement of this 

learned and judicious prince, who in 
this, as well as every other particular; 
followed the ane, of, His denn rag 


vorite. 


; wy +4 A 1 


I 729 the ——ͤ— . 
horqurs on Ocraveu 5 and conferred 


upon him the tice of Abevsrus. We 


ſhall 
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ſhall nnn call” him eker tar nag 
* | A 
es "hen every angie and 
Mxczxas (d), having no farther em- 7 
ployment in the b of Rome 2 


( 4 As tuus Auguſtus, M. 1 
Mitylenenſe ſecretum, medi, urbe in 


ifa, velut peregrinum otium permiſit, 1 


alter bellorum ſocius, alter Romæ pluribus 
boribus jactatus, ampla quidem, ſe of pro rok. - 
tibus meritis præmia acceperunt—Avus meus | 
Auguſtus, Agrippz & Mzcenati uſurpare otiun 
poſt labores conceſſit. Tacir. B. xiv. c. 53. 


55 


(4) Horace refers what he favs 3 in a his third 
book, Ode viii, to this peaceable time, when 
ECENAS was no more prefect of Rome. He 


invites Mz cEenas-to enjoy his eaſe, 1 to 
think no more of buſineſs ; 


„ 
—_— S2 


Mitre ci viles Juper urbe curas : 
| Ne ien, ne qua populus labore, | 
Parce privatus nimium caveres 
| —_—_ præſentis rape lætus hore, 
a . * Jevera. 


perfeclly 
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perfedtly enjoyed the otium cum digns 
tate, à happy retirement, chiefly con- 
ſecrated to his pleaſure which con- 


ſiſted in ſtudy (e) The greateſt 
No drr 


No more the public clans thy pious fears, 

Be not too anxious then with private cares, 2 
But ſeize the gift the preſent moment brings, 
Thoſe n gifts, and 1 ſeverer things. 


F RANCIS. 


"i ee was not ſtinted in his hours 
for reading; but, in Imitation of Scryio, L- 
L1Us, and a great many other celebrated Romans, 
ſtudied the belles lettrer all his life. | Poetry was 
his favourite ſtudy. He felt all the beauty and 
advantages of it, as the philoſopher CLEANTHES 
did of old, according to Sxngca: Nam (ut 
dicebat Cleanthes) uemadmodum ſpiritus noſter 
clariorum ſonum reddit, cum Yum tuba per longi 
canalis anguſtius tractum, patentiore noviſſimè 
exitu effudit: ſic ſenſus noſtros clariores prone 
nis ara neceſſitas efficit. Eadem neglige 
audiuntur, minuſque percutiunt, qu * 
luta oratione dicuntur: ubi acceſſere 8 & 
egr ium ſenſum adſtrinxere certi pedes, eadem 
a ſententia velut lacerto excuſſa torquetu. 
S8 VQE E. Epiſt. . 


Jorivs te 0 in *. on poetry, 
looks u pon thoſe who deſpiſe this heavenly art, 
as a | parcel. of ſtupid and malevolent wretches. 


greateſt 
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poets, orators and philoſophers 4 | 
that age were his conſtant companix - 
ons. He agrecably paſſed his time in 
their compatly. He contracted no nο²⁹]ẽ́ 
or accidental acquaintance, nor would 
enter into familiarity without a thorough | 


knowlege of the perſon and tis chi 


rafter (f). Buffoons and fuck Eee fas . 


d. nen re xr of & alpero Pp 1 
bruti homines, ne in honimum 
15 conta reponendi ſunt—& memineris il 


bon fame hirudines ideo vociferari, ut ne od - 


eis deeſt adfit nobis. We have to this day 3 


ſet of theſe ignorant and envious animals, 5 5 
having no taſte or reliſ for poetry themſc}veny 
3 deſpiſe it as an art—Riches and titles 
are generally 1. — lights which dazzle my eyes + 
of theſe enemies of the Muſes.—Others again, 


ſcrupulouſly nice (for poetry has her a 
of different kinds) cannot ſuffer her ſprightline 
and gaities. hey even condemn the moſt 3 in- 


ſtructive ade, and moral comedies. This 
opinion proceeds from nothing but an enthuſiafy 


tic ſolly, which has already — often ridicult 
Tuner Mz<c2xas took the wifeſt pre- 


ties in the choice of his friends, before hs 5 


— 


mous 


{ 
74 » W 
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mous gentry were Al averſion Nen 
of wit his delight; ; provided they be- 
haved with good manners and politeneſs. 
Meanneſsof birthwas no bar to his friend- 


ſhip. Little dazzled with riches. or the 
glory of title, he preferred ability, learn- 
ingand probity. As he took ſuch ſenſible 
precautions, we may eaſily conclude that 
his friends were few but choſen, and 
of very diſtinguiſhed merit and that 


he was not ſubject to change or with- 
draw his friendſhip where he had once 
beſtowed it. Steddy and determined in 


became prodigal of his favours, Hon ae af- 
fords ſeveral paſſages to prove this, „ 


Difficile aditus primo: habet. 5 | 
| e a þ Honk. B. i. Sat. i ix. 


Paucorum hominum, E mentis bene ſane. | 


Pratt caution 7 ae adfumere, prova 


Ibid. 
Ambitions praeu: Id. B. i. Sat. vi. 


Cum referre vegas, qual fit gulf Hue, 


Natus, dum ingenuus. Hhid. 


* = his 


f 
1 
4 
[i 
| 
"2 
I 


: 1 — 
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* 
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his choice, bs never ceaſed loading thole 
with favours, whom he once judged 
worthy of his regard and notice.. Far 
| unlike thoſe miſerable wretches, whoſe 
treaſures never ſee the light, he knew 
how to enjoy his riches with credit, 
Poets in particular were his chief fax 
vourites, becauſe him elf was a lover, 
and was beloved of the Muſes. 


VIII held the firſt place in his 


friendſhip; this inimitable poet claimed 
precedency not only on account of the 


ſublimity of his genius, but becauſe of | 
his integrity and honeſty. Mckxas 
ſaw theſe excellent qualities; he pro- 
tected him (as was before obſeryed) 


againſt the uſurpers of his patrimony, 
and generouſly procured him the happy 


ſituation, with which the mules were ſo 
well 
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well delighted; and which inſpired him 
to compoſe thoſe celebrated writings, 
which did honour to the age, and t to 
the Roman 1 


| — was exceſſively fond of 
Hoxace, whoſe wit and humour was 
inimitable; he loaded him with favours, 


and made him a preſent of a country- 
ſeat among the Sabines ( g). Horace 


: (% Honach knew tha found of his ate. 
and well content with what he owed to the bounty 


of Mzexnas, aſked not avariciouſly for more, 
; though ſure of being gfatified : 


* Nec (ſays he) fare welim, tu dare deneg 
5 (ſays he) ,p Mon. B. il. Ode wt. 


He knew by his own experience, that a decent 
modicum was PEE! to make A . 


happy: 


Non ebur, neque aureum | 
Mea renidet i in domo lacunar- 
I A et gun 
Benigna vena oft : pauperemque diver 


F 2 Was 


0 3 2 
was ſenſible of his obligation oj tha# 
' miniſter: : his worlts are full 05 ev. 
ledgements, and erery where En refs 
the bounty of his. benefactor- Pro- 
PERTIUS was alſo in favour with M- 


CENAS GN a and always conſulted hun 


about his Frritings. e nn 
Me petit. . 1 ſupra 8 N 
Deos laceſſo + nec potentem amicum 2 8 
Las giora flagito, | „ 4 8 
Satis beatus unicis Sali. 8 
Nor here an 1v ry orniſh ſhines, . 
Nor columns of Hymeitian mines 

* Proudly ſupport their citron beams, ; 

Nor rich 28 we my ceiling flames: 23 
e 24 


Yet with « a fem 8 honall heard,” 
:Unknowing or of fraud or art. 
A liberal vein of genius bleſt, - 
Pm. by the rich and great careft; a8 
My patron's gift, my Sabine field. 
Shall all his rural plenty yield; 


And happy in that rural ſtore, oo 
Of heav'n and him I aſk no more. * TOTES 

raven, 

of bis 


(>) 1 in many parts 
works, publiſhes the friendſhip MACEXA8. had 


for him : i 
Anon | 


*s 


OR — 


* 4» 


5 


- -» 
6 


x ws 4 -- 
a ey þ 1 Ps. 
« þ A * 
1 0 ie 
” : 
EF» So "2 
F 4 — , 1 
2 ry 0 ; 
— * 
men . : 
25 8 
"IF "OR 5 4 
. - 
: 
-— 


- * 
** 


I tragic poet; Ponsa am 
excellent comic writer ; 32 Douirws 
Maxsvs, an eminent <pigrammariſt 3 ; 
PLoTIOs 1 con, who affiſted VaRTvs 8 


81 


8 
ts wn 


Mz cams, le 7 invidio/a ju 


Et wite & * N 2 * 
Mollis tu capt fainter, cape bra. javents, {7 1 


* 


Dexterague i immi, da mihi figna Yotts. = | 
EE 5 111 profes vii. | a 


4.) Horace i in his giv ; 
us a deſcription of the diferent talents of Za | % 
ſeveral poets, the friends of Mzctnas, - 


Arguta mereirice poter, Da vogu Greet 

Eludente ſenem, comts al libellos ky oh 

e of 
'Þ 5 | | Pl 3 | 


* 
— 
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of Alexandria a phi lo! Gere and the 7 | 


4 


Unus wivorum, Fin N br 
Fadta canit pede ter percufſo : . 
Ut nemo, Varius ducit: molle atgue 


Of all mankind{in n light and chearful it mais 

- Fuxpanivs beſt can paint the com ſcene, 
The wily harlot, and the ſlave, who join 
To wipe the miſer of his dafi 

Por vr in pure Iambic Nugyb 1 | 4 


And Vankius in ſublime and ares 
1 Supports the . of the Epic | = 
1 On VIII all the rural muſes ſmile, 
| Smooth flow hog —_— and elegant hy b, 


The tragic ſcenes of heroes } t 5 'Y 
. 


1 He has in a particular manner in another 5 lace 
W' celebrated Varius for his genius Tor Bpic | 1 
„Poetry. | 
Hcriberis Vario fartis & hoſtiun 

= Fitter, Mæoniii Carminis alite. 


B. 1. Ode vi. 


High ſoaring on A wing 2 
Varus in martial tone ſhall fi ing. Francis. 


* 


F ent © W 2 


Vaxius was equally e eminent dad ſucceſsful as 
a tragedy writer. QUuINTIL1an in his Juftit. 
Orat. B. x. compares the 7 hyeftes | of VarIvs to 


2 55 fr jends 


4 


Foscus AzisTrvs, learned gramma 


PPP get vs i I EO IR 
2 OY, ro 5 * 
5 : 
4 - 


he Life 7 M dcenas: : "i. 


gd of Avevsrus;. MEL1s8Vs aud 


8 
+ 
- 


ans,; the: therorician > Hzz.1000RUS, the 


the dell en of the Greeks - Jam Vari 

Thyeſtes eufibet Græcorum comparari poteſt; 
Tas Pe eden of Piso ſays of this r 8 

when talking,of Mzcenas: | 


in li permiſit numina ; fol 
we gico e car mina cæſtu 


we . bs: a few fragments of As wards of 


this great poet. T1guLLUs makes mention of 


VaLcius, _ deſcribes the genius of this au- 


thor. . 


Ei tibi, qui i poſſi magnis 5 accingere ak 
JV. algine 3 Eterno wor zon alter Homero. 


B. iv. Eleg. 1. to Mzſala. 


The ninth ode of the ſecond book of Horace 
is addreſſed to VaLcius.. C. Asinivs PoLLio, 
an orator, poet, and hiſtorian, above the com- 
mon caſt, a great general, and one of the con- 
ſuls in the year of Rome 713, is ſufficiently | 
known from the hiſtory of his times, as well as i 
"= renne of Vi RGIL, which are dedicated to - 
im. | = 


Pollio amat 3 , quamvis A ruſtica, Fi ul 1 
Pollio er 22 Joy. nova Carmina. 5 
Vino, Eclog. iti, 


* 3 | moſt : 
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moſt learned man. of the Greeks; = ng 
the arqtors McEx AS Was . arky: 


Poll io my rural verſe vouchſafes to read, 
My PoLL1o writes himſelf—— - 
| v. vote, : 


Fe erit, wt "DP totum mibi ferre per orbem 
Sala Sophocleo tua carmina digna cothurno. 


Is there an hour in fate reſerv'd for me, 
To ſing thy deeds in numbers worthy thee? 
In numbers like to thine} could I rehearſe 
Thy lofty tragic ſcenes, thy-labour'd verſe: 
Drypen. ; 


oct alſo addreſſed the firſt ode of f the „% 
cond book to him: | 


Paulum ſevere Muſa tragedie ka 
Deſſt theatris e mox, ubi publicas 
Res ordinaris, grande mmunus 
Cecropio repetes cothurno, 
Inſigne mæſtis præſidium reis, 
Et conſulenti Pollio curiæ © 
Cui laurus æternos honores 
Dalmatico peperit triumpho. 
Retard a while thy glowing vein, 
Nor ſwell the n tragic ſcene; 
And when thy ſage, hiſtoric cares . 
Have form'd the train of Rome's affairs, 1 1273 
With lofty rapture re- inflam'd, infuſe 
Heroic thoughts, and wake the buſkin d muſe ; 


© PorLr1o, thou the great defence 
Ot ſad impleading i INNOCENCE, 


4 4 
4 F445 


intimate 


intimate with HK PunLacoun; 
MESSALA LOO ®, Caros * 


1 


On whom, to _ the hacks Fi 

In deep conſult the fathers wait; 
For whom the triumphs o'er Dalmatia ſpread 
Unfading honours round thy laurel'd . 

Francis. 

We muſt not coat Douirius Marsvs,' 
a celebrated epigrammatiſt, with Marxcvs, 
author of the Amazonides, MARTIAL has two 
epigrams, which Pauly. mark a difference be- 
tween the two: | 


E rgo ero Virgilius, 7 . 8 
| Des , Viręilius non ero, Marſus erp. 
Mar. B. viti. Epig. lvi. . 


Sæpius in libro memoratur Penſaus uno, 
Duam levis in tota Marſus Amazonide, _ — 
| 16. B. iv. Epig. xxix. 
(4) MxssALA Corvinus,. a Roman ſenator, ' 
_ of illuſtrious birth, and a great orator, was col- 
legue in the conſulſhip with AucusTvus in the 
year of Rome 722. was the friend and pa- 
tron of T1nuLLUs, who in his ivth Book of 
Paneg. to Mass ALA thus Aube his virtues | 
"= rare qualifications; | 
Te, Meffala, canam, 9 me eee vine . 
i 7; rann 


1 . 8 Se 5 . . 8 2 » 


Non tua majorum contents $3 loria Fl 
Nec quæris __ quague index 2 Farris Aar; ; 


2 ah | | : ros 
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NIUS, a tribune of the people, and' his: | 
ſon, a moſt elegant and faithful hiſto. | 
rian, whom Auousrus raiſed to the 


LF 


conſular digniry. 


929 


Tux different talents of theſe great 
men, had we no other proofs, would 
* { : 

5 


Sed g generis is priſcos conteredis wincers homores, 
Quam tibi majores, majus decus ifſe futurus. 


Cicero in his book of eminent orators men- 
tions Mess ALA with great reſpect. And in his 
xvth Epiſtle to BxuTvus, Meſſalam habes, ſays 
he: cave putes, probitate, conftantia, cura, ſtn- 
dio reipu ahlicw, quidquam illi eſſe ſimile: ut 
eloquentia, qua mirabiliter excellit, vix in eo 
locum ad laudandum habere videatur. HoRAcE, 
B. i. Sat. x. mentions him: 


Te, Meſſala, tuo cum fratre, &c. 


And QuinT1L1an in his J. orat. B. x. Chap. 
1. ſays Meſſala nitidus & candidus, & quodam- 
modo præ fe ferens in dicendo nohilitatem ſuam, 
viribus minor. Priny informs us, that MEs- 
SALA, two years before he died, ſo entirely loft 
his memory, as to forget his own name: Sui 
vero nominis Meſſala 3 orator oblitus. 
B. vii. Chap. 24. | 
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ſufficiently convince us of the abilities of 
Mxckrxas. A conſtant harmony ſub- 
ſiſted between them; they never gave 
each other the leaſt cauſe of uneaſineſs; 
they were neither jealous nor envious 
of each other's felicity ; ; the nobleſt and | 
moſt affluent in this choice group, were 
without inſolence, the | moſt learned 
without arrogance. Merit, in whatever 
ſhape it appeared, held an honourable 
ſtation amongſt them. HoxAcx gives us 
a lively deſcription of the houſe of Mx- - 
CENas, and of thoſe who frequented 
it (1). The love he expreſſed for learn- 


(1) Horace lived in cloſe eonnection with all 
 Mezcenas's friends; he names ſeveral of them 
in his tenth Sat. Book i; and wiſhes his Wri- 
tings may prove deſerving of their ap c dle pos ; 
little anxious about the criticiſms of idle 

taſters, or the inſipid railleries of half-witted 
fellows ; in his ixth Sat. of Book i. he draws a 
fine picture of an impertinent creature, who 
applied to him to be introduced to Mz cxnas— 
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Kess upon thoſe who made; ny. 
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thors to inſcribe and dedicate chew, 
N to him. Vinci, Hoxacz, Ro- 


- PERTIUS, and Pzponvs afford us ex- 


cellent proofs of this. The injury f 
the times ener . many 


1 will os you all the FAR hls, lays os 5 you. 
mall eclipſe all his favourites, and become the 


chief of tnem through my means The poet re- 


Plies. 
wth To non eivitar tlic, | 
Quo tu rere, modo. domus hac nec purior ulla gft, 

ec magis his aliena malis : nil mi officit, inquan, 


Ditiar hic, aut oft quia dofior : of locus uni 
Cuigue ſuus. | B. 1. Sat. iv. 


We live not there, as you ſuppoſe, FEA. 
On ſuch precarious terms as thoſe. _ Is 
No family was ever purer; 
From ſuch infections none ſecurer. 
It never hurts me in the leaſt; 
That one excels in wealth — BR 
Each perſon there a place inherits 
A place proportion” to his merits. | 


a 


AS 
— 


The Life of Mxcznxas. 77 
orhers, whoſe titles we can ſearcely 


trace in the ancient writers. PEUTA Nen 


informs us that Av&vsTus himſelf de- 
dicated his commentaries to his two 


intimate friends AGzipea and Men- 


NAS. 


Tux houſe of chis great man was al- 
ways open to poets and men of letters 
but your CaRBLLIVs's, Axs ERS, your, 


CokxiPIcius's, Mavivs's, Fannius's 


05), ſnarling animals of no merit or con- 


=_ Cantus Prcror wrote a book: againſt 
the /ZEnerds, entituled the AErcidomaſtrix; which 


Donxarvus: ' falſely and unuttly charges 


 Me«cenas with. ANSER Was a panegyric poet, 
and a friend of Marc Ax rox v, who made 
him a preſent of Poueer's eſtate fituated in 

the territory of ulm; this octaſioned Cr- 
RO to ſay, Philip. xiii. De Falerno Anſeres 
depellentur. Some commentators pretend that 
VisciL meant this As za, when in his ixth 
Eclogae m oc eo 17 ee 


duct, 


| 
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: 
[ 
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78 The-Life of M CENAS. 
duct, were entirely excluded ; Mxck- 
vas never countenanced or admittec 
ſuch banes to knowledge and learning 
into his familiarity, who, from a mere 

principle of ſpleen and envy, are for 


Nam neque adhuc Varo videor, nec dicere Cinna 
Digna, ſed argutos inter Arepere anſer olores. 
OS F 3 | Bucol. ix. 

I nor to Cinna's ears, nor Varus dare aſpire, 
But gabble like a gooſe amidſt the ſwan-like 
cchoir. Iz 1 DRT DEN. 

Corniricivs, a very ſevere epigrammiſt, 
was an enemy to VirGcit, and never ceaſed 
ſpitting his venom at this great poet. Mævius 
was another deſpicable bard in thoſe days. VIX 
GIL and Horace have made him ſufficiently _ 
ridiculous to all poſterity. Fannivs QUAD Ra- 
Tus was one of the DRNNIS's of his time, and 
an aukward critic of Hor ace's writings, whe 
ſpeaks of him in ſeveral of his Satires, - 


3 & Beatus Fannius, ultro 

Delatis capfis & imagine. 5 
The pictures and works of the eminent poets 
were always placed in. the Palatine library, in 
honour to them. —Fannrtvs, ambitious of the 


ſame honour, though very undeſerving of it, 
carried his traſh and picture thither himſelf. 


ever 


ever dipping their pens in gall; and 
criticiſe the writings of the beſt. men 
from a motive of vanity; | How different 
are the fatires of HoxacEt from this 
turn? their poignancy glance only 
at reputations | already blaſted, at 
wretched poets, or deceaſed authors: 
Abilities are mentioned with reſpect; : 
he is witty with diſcretion; nor did the 
friend of M x CENas ever divert himſelf 
at the expence of men of merit. The 
inſets of Parnaſſus though not admitted 
into this illuſtrious company, had their 
meetings nevertheleſs. They held their 
rendezvous at the houſes of rich cox- 
combs, ſuch as the 756 ELLII 1 (n), n. 
(z) We muſt not, as many have Soi a con- 
found this TiGceLL1Uus HERMOOEN ES with the 
Sardini an Ti6ELLIUs, whom Horace wittily 


laſhes in the beginning of his ſecond and third 
Satires of his firſt us; The latter was dead at 


depraved 


4 


Bo 9% Life of Mxcunas. 


depraved taſte and malign ain 4 . 
fectly agreed with the rhiapſodical 4 
rhimes and ill-natured lampooms of 
theſe pocraſters. Vin II and Hoxace, 70 
nay Mzxcenas himſelf, were not ſpared 


amongſt them ; theſe great men how- 


ever laughed at their, weakneſs, and 


deſpiſed their cibaldry | 


Men moveat (fays Hon ac) a cimex. For. 
ili 15 7 aul crucier, quod 13 
Vellicet abſentem Ham; aut gud 


 Ineptus 11 


Fannius Hermogenis | ledat conviva Ti- 1 


* r 
B. kW 


** 
3 


he time the poet wrote; hi takes, ow the cond 


trary, of the other as of a perſon then in being, 
ſee Sat. iii, iv. and x. This is an obſervation of 
Dacigx and other commentators. Theſe two 
TISELLIVs's however reſembled each other in 


one particular, vis, they were both good mus 


ficians, and always received bad company at 
their houſes. | 


Say 


\ 4 


_ wan that mae, ally 


my ſpleen? toy $2) TEL 
Shall I be torrur'd; nit 2 wach be. 
ſcene; Wann 


dr fooliſh Faxnius, foes a bord wen: 
With ſweet Ti63LLI; vs, » hall my verſes. 
rg TT | FaaxCHs. 


H 
LES 


This was rightly 5 beſt 
way to deal with ſuch inſignificant fel- 


CE * 


lows, is, to treat them. with contempt. 
MxCENA ; not only protected the terati, 
but he was himſelf a man of great 
learning, and a Judicious writer, both 
in proſe. and f in " verſe 1 He , 


0 . a; us ads vote ah 


tragedy of. per Ha: 3 hang .cites this yerte out 
of 1 it, 4 0 


1 


bh Lodi. 8 
Mzrn0Mivs alſo calls KA Prometheus of Me- | 
nas a tragedy; but StR, Epiſt. xix. ſays, 


G the 
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the tragedy of Ocravra, the :lifex 
AvgvsTvs, a natural hiſtory * ani. 


that-it was 2 bock only which bore that itl 


metheus inſcribitur—He juſt before pr 


» 42. aſſerts that Mzcenas wrote 


— — — — 
2 __ „ 299 


12 
o 


Si quzris in quo libro rg eo in eo Raw 


ſentence in it, Ipſa enim altitudo attonat 
which he both Liticiſes as to the ſenſe ag well. 
the diction. Sz&xvivs on the ics, Book fi 

ſe; and in fi dec ee 
obs ros in proſe; and in ſupport * 
the following paſſage in Hoxacs: 8 


Ale eie itt 
- — oriis 78 Caſaris 555 wi 
Mæcenat, melins, | 


 Regum colla minacium. B. . Ode xi. 


ke — ttronger proſe to tel 

The m . 7 

How kin 5 beneath his battle fell, = 
And drag d indignant his triumphant cup 


Wee in his viith book, chap. 45. 
this ſentiment; he is ſpeaking of the reverſes of 
fortune AUuGusTus ſometimes met „ an 


4 FT ow 


quotes MæcExAS and AGRIPPA as vouchers for 


the truth of his aſſertion. The author alſo gives 
us reaſon to think Man was not lels' c 
rious in natural hiſtory, and that he wrote u 
treatiſe on animals, and another on mon 
ſtones ; for, in his Flenchus, he mentions h 
one from whom he had borrowed what he fa 
in the ixth, xxxiid, and xxxviith books of h 
. where he treats * aquatic animals; the” 
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but that 1 it wants ſome in the exordium, as 
vell as in the concluſion of Acz1pya's Tpeech 


remedies drawn out of them, 4 of 3 
ſtones. He lays a particular ſtreſ on his autho - 
rity with regard ON as wit: ob 
happened in the ol Aucusrus— take his 
own words: Divo 4 uguſto principe, Lycrinum 


lacum invectus pauperis cujuſdam puerum ex 


Baiano, Puteolgs in ludum hterarium itantem, 
cum meridiano immotans, appellatum eum Simo- 
nis nomine, ſepius fragmentis panis, quem ob 
id ferebat, alexiſſet, miro amore dilexit. Pige- 
ret referre, ni res Mecenatis & Flaviani & FIA 
Alfii multorumque eſſet litteris mandata. B. ix. 
c. 7. And it is here to be obſerved, that the 
a ourſe of Mrezuas to Aucuvsrus, a8 te. 
m by Drox in his id books. nor e 


Beſides the works I have mentioned, Macs. 
vas wrote a book on manners, ſome fragments 
of which are taken notice of by SEN ECA in his 
cxivth epiſtle; he alſo wrote ſeveral. poems 


ChARISLVs, in his firſt book, repeats one v 


taken from the xth book. The followin verſe, 
ſo much eſteemed the antients, "of ae 
himſelf, was uy” ne” out toms a 
thoſe books. m ö 


Nec tuniulum ruro : ee neee, © 


Isibokus, in his Orig... B. Kix. Co 32. De 8 
amulis, has preſerved ome of Macenas's 
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| following verſes in the life of Hoa ac? 
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and other accidents have robbed us 0 
all 1 88 the bare titles and forge * 


writings addreſſed to "Baan on the loſs ol A 
friend. TurneBus corrects, and reads them 
thus, in his Adv. B. xx. c. 2 
Lugent, 0 mea vita! te Jmaragdus, N 
Beryllus guogue; Flacce, nec nitentes 
Nuper candida margarita, quæras, 
Nec " "nd T hynica lima perpolivit 
Anellos, nec jaſpio lapillos. - 
Tondndw 8, ibid. thinks theſe verſes were 1 


upon the death of Horace ; but this is a miſ- 
take, for he out-lived Mzcenas. We find the 


"I WER 


W 
Kat 


Ni te viſceribus meist, Horati, 
Plus jam diligo, tu tuum ſodalem 
Hinno me videas ſtriguſiorem. 26 


The following verſes, which are alſo appel 
to be of M NAs, are taken from a book, the 


title of which is not known, by Drouzves; a 


Greek grammarian, B. iii. It is a n 5 
the feaſts of Cybele. 5 


Ades huc, 'ades, Cybelle hn. Montigena * 


Age tympana ſonanti quate fexibile caput, 
Latus horreat flagello, comitum Chorus ululet. 7 


Bakxr vs, in his Adverſ. B. xvii. ch. 3. cites 


the firſt line of theſe verſes, and reads it Monti- 
fr inſtead of Montigena. But the moſt cele- 
rated verſes of Mx cenas are quoted by Sznz- 


fragments 


28 k — 9 — 5 * Fd 


fragments excepted. Dion Cass ius 
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indeed has preſerved one diſcourſe en- 


ca in his CIR Jetter, who condemns the ſenti- 
ments: Inde illud Mzcenatis turpiſſimum vo- 


tum: quo & debilitatem non recuſat, & de- 


formitatem, & noviſſime acutam erucem, dum- 
modo inter hc mala ſpiritus prorogetur: 


Debilem fucito manu, "23 BIS 
. Debilem pede, coxa ; 
Tuber adſtrue gibberum, + 
 Lubricos quate denten: 
Vita dum ſupereſt, bene eft, 
 Hanc mihi, wel acuta © © © 
Si ſedeam cruce, ſuſting. . . ; | 8 3 
Quod miſerrimum erat, ſi incidiſſet, optatur, & 
tamq uam vita petitur, ſupplicii mora: contem- 
ptiſſimum putarem, fi vivere vellet uſque ad cru- 
cem. . . quid ſibi vult — rminis- effœmi- 
nati turpitudo, quid timoris dementiſſimi pac- 


tio? quid tam fœda vitæ mendicatio / 


Tk ſtyle of Mckxas was generally found 
fault with for its affectation. AucysTvys him- 
ſelf, according to SutETONLVS,. was the firſt to 
joke him upon it, by affecting, when he wrote 
letters to him, to imitate: his ſtyle; Exapita- 
bat nonnunquam in primis Mzcenatem ſuum, 
cujus auge pe e, ͤ ut ait, cincinnos, b uſquequa- 
que perſequitur, & imitando. per jocum jrridet. 
Life of Auguſtus, e. 86. SENECA nevertheleſs 
(who was one of his moſt avowed enemies) al- 
lows him to have had a ſuperior genius, and 


+ tire, 


. "WM. 
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tire, which Mx czx4s made whett Ab. 
' GUsTUs 's propel the queſtion; whetha 
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Ati were - the agrecable aul. 
ments of MckNas (2): and Pzpo- 
Nnivs (a contemporary poet) ſays, of 

him, that he was accuſtomed to pay his 
court to the Virgin Siſters in his de- 
lightful gardens, ſeated beneath - the 


cool ſhades of his green pre ad. 
ing trees, whence the, delicious bit 


; i ts: _ 
reat diſpoſitions for e Agia vir 


He fuit, magnum exemplum Romanæ eloquen- 
tie daturus, niſi illum enervaſſet felicitas. 


gif. Aix. And in his exivth,” which is a Kind 


_ of libel  againft , M#cuNnas, be ſays,” maght in 
Beni vir fuerat, ſi non in oratione difiueret. * 


) Pepo Avrworun ſays, | Means, 
uſed to write verſes in his fine gardens, | The 7 


- Pirridas, Pherbtengar' tens is ollibus bart 
 Seherat argutas ga ral imer aul. 


conſtantly 


ee waible” mak 
long N ring affable, humane, 


herent virtues. He took a peculi ar 
pleaſure in doing good : and, rhough'a 
court favourite; was fo far from injur- 
ing wy PORES perſon, | that he e ſtudied 


e h in he den eden wth 


0 G g 7 6 tant tam cars een, 
je ads . ene tamen. 
©1144, 1, PEDON: | 


— 18 


Macon was. of — 5 
that againſt which the Chorus of the ſecond act 


in SENECa's tra ERCULES ab 
Oeta ſo uch exclaims Mg * . 


Colit bie ben, e eech e a 
Perdatque aliquos, mullumgue _ | 
T antum ut noceat- cupit oft 


Mz1B0M1vs errs .greath to quote ele ports 
as from the tragedy of JETAYLA | 


"Py huis 


%F 3 
1 f 


| lettres but Lak - 
to poliſh the innate beautieb of "hls . 
mind, and gave a brilliancy to his in. 


N 7 5 
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bs prince, his modeſty. and ffability 
gained him the love of all the courtiem 
The following inſtance will ſufficiently 
prove in what great. favour he wag 
with the Romans: being juſt recovered | 
from a dangerous indiſpoſition, he went 
to the play; the audience, out of thei 
great zeal and affection, as well as. 0 


do him honors, roſe upon his firſt. com; 
ing into the cheatre (7), and by a ger. 


0 Ir was e with the n to wy 
whenever a prince, or perſon of great diſtinc- 
tion, came into the publick ſhews ;. they offer- 
ed up their yows, and clapped them at their 
entrance: people of an'odious character, on the 
contrary, 'when they appeared, were hiſſed and 
hooted out of their theatres. Hor ac mentions 

theſe honours paid to Mx cERHNAS by che r 


Vile potabis modicis 'Sabinum 1 
Cantharis, Græca quod ego ip/e refta 
Conditum lewi ; datus'in'theatre * 
Cum tibi plauſus, 
Chare Mezcenas 2 ut paterni 
Fluminis ripe, fimul & Jocoſa 
' Regatent laudes tibi V. Sk | 
Menrit imago. B. I. Ode xx. 
+? 
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Rs applanſe, — their joy at 
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fn ; 
e | 15 chea 

Should great 11 ECENAS 25255 220 
Crude vintage of the Sabine grape, 

But yet.in ſober cups, ſhall crown the feaſt; 
"Twas rack'd into a Grecian caſk, * — * 
Its rougher juice to melt away, 7 81 
I ſeal'd it too—a pleaſing taſk, 
With annual joy to mark that glorious day. 
When in a — ſhouts, thy name 

Spread — the theatres around, 


cho, b NaN the found: | 
N | F * hd. 


Te Jovis impio 
[EEG 
Eripuit, .wolucriſque fati 
Tardavit alas, cum populus frequens 
OO . ter crepuit ſonum. 
| : „„ Ode x xvii. 


ps hs: | Jore 8 bright influence ſnatch'd: away 
From baleful SaTurn's impious ray, 
And ſtopp'd the rapid wings of fate, 
When 9 full theatre elate 
With joyful tranſports hail'd thy name, _ 
| And thrice e _= loud acclaim. 
Fa Francrs. 
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ditions of men---his ſlaves adored in 5 


his kindneſs to them ſeemed to lig en : 
their chaing, and 1 made even ſervitude ns 


to them, kings thief ſervall Þ hook, a 
maſter. Sur roxtus relates a very ex- 
traordinary ſtory upon this occaſion, 6 
which I beg leave to inſert here: 


C. MExr1s80s, born at Spoletum (5), of 


free parents, was, upon account of their 


7 miſunderſtandings, expoſed in his in- 


fancy; falling happily into the hands 
of a perſon who gave him a liberal e- 
ducation, he became an excellent gram- 
marian, and as ſuch Was giver. as A 


(s) SLOLETO, the capital of 2 1 of 
Aubria, in the eccleſiaſtical ſtate in Ialy, near 


the 1 * 52 _—; E. of Rome. 


preſent 


ing to ancient. cuſtom, ' that he 1 was 
born free; but Mz11s8us preferred his 
ſituarion to the privileges of his birth 
5 Mac c ENA 5 „boneret, not 51 pace 


* gt — 
3 3 4 


Wo) The freemen 8 affumed thay name 
and ſurname of their maſters. Mrissus With 
the conſent of MæcExe, took that of Catus 
Cityivs MELissus. AuGusTvs, into whoſe 
- favour he had inſinuated himſelf, made him his 
_ librarian, At the age of fixty he wrote ſome 
5 huthorous books, and invented a new ſort of 
comedy, Fecit & novum genus togatarum, ins 
ue Trabeatas, fays, SU ETOoiUs of kim, 
book Of illuſtrious grammarians. He 
was both a poet and a grammarian. Ovip in 
the ivth book De Ponta, og, XVI. ſpe t 
Mxrissvs“ S comedies : ns 


— ” : * 
* by 5 7 8 is — 2 F : 
* . * : 1 . 
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7 


* one who kappily- met avid ſuck 


treatment: Aquita and T HALATION 7 


were men of great wit and abilities, orna- k 
ments both to their maſter: and to the 
world. —Wefhall by and by have oc- 

caſion to ſpeak i of . en en 


1 


'  Muſaque Turanni tragicis in 8 
E. tua cum Jocce 4%, Mel; N, levi. 


1 in his remark. on 8 laſt ll 
ſays, that the humorous writings of Mu185us 
were fables, ſomewhat in the manner of Esop, 
Id enim ſcribendi genus jocos vocabant. Pum- 
DRUS catls his fables ſo: + 


Fd \ 


Ty qui naſute {crizta difiringis mea, 
Et hoe Jocorum legere faſtidis genus. 


Several learned men are of opinion chat Mx. 
cENAS MEss1vUs, mentioned PLixy in the 
xxviiith Book ch. vi. is the ſame with this free · 
man Mzcenas, and that we ſhould read it 
MxckNATEM MzLISspM, The naturaliſt in- 
forms us, that he ſpoke not a word for three 
years, in order to be — of a ſpiting of blood. 
Sermon! parci multis de cauſis ſalutare eſt. Tri- 
ennio Mæcenatem Meſſium accepimus ſilentium 
Abi imperaviſſe, en reddito — 


His 


eee 
F 5 14 ö . aha, 4 
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His 3 qualities cndeared him 
to Aucusrus; he liked that honeſt 
bluntneſs in Macens 8. which is 'fo 
ſeldom met with in courtiers and the 


favourites of princes; - he was a ſtranger 


to diſſimulation and a bitter enemy to 

mean and abj ect adulation. a The Ro- 
man prince artentively purſued the 
wiſe counſels. of his miniſter, and was 
fully ſatisfied with the conſequences of 


ſuch a condeſcenſion. 81 nn Þ 


Avousrus Was of a cholerie 1nd 
re — diſ poſition, and often ſtood 
in great need of ſuch a friend as Mac E- 
Nas, to moderate and curb the imperu-. 
olity of his paſſions; of this Di9N gives 
us a remarkable inftance : AvevsTus, 


on a particular occaſion, being, in the 
ſeat 


85 
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| ſeat of juſtice, and giving way to his, 
cruelty, was on the Point of condemn- 
ing ſeveral poor priſoners to dic : Mx- g 
CENAS, not being able to get at him 
for the croud, threw bim his tablets, on 
which he had wrote theſe words, Riſe; 
hangman : Aveusrvs, on reading the 
contents, left the court without con-; 
demning one. The reproof ſeems ſe- 
vere; but Mxckxas knew his maſter 55 
well, and- was affured, he never took 
offence at his liberties; but that on the 
contrary was pleaſed his friends would 
engage him to recollettion, whenever 
his paſſions became too predominant. 
Mczxas never inſinuated himſelf in- 
to favour by cringing, nor ever flattered 
his princeꝰs imperfections. Honour, ho- 
 nſty, and true knowledge were the baſis 
on which they had founded their reci- 
4 procal 


1 0 


2 


De Life of alt . | 
Procal friendſhip ; and though "Agous- 


_ ELLE 7 21 267 


e lord of the vorld, rn 
NAS ever nobly ee 01 honeſt 


and waer N We: 2 


2 *. #7 = F 3 5 


6 2 
1 


Us was no lefs ds for his 
diſcretion, He ſpoke bile, but to the 
purpoſe. ( #), and was in the moſt emi. 
nent degree qualified ir in this particular; 
an accompliſhment of infinite uſe to 


rhoſe wt "converſe much wich man- 
Kind, aud more eſpecially to ſuch 45 a 
are entruſted with the confidence he 


affiirs height He is charged how 

ever with having onee dachte ib 

this point: In 731, Faustus Ci 
—_— —_— che r s Eke off 


OY DP 


4" ; a 3 ” 


2 


© $i amicos Saas wy eee prac | 
put e erant ob taciturnitatem Meccnas, Ce. 


Monzxa 


Fees 3 


96 The Li ife * Maerves 0 | 1 
6 Monzx, brother-in-law of Macs NAS [4 3 
was ſuſpected as an accomplice i an this 
conſpiracy MCE NAs, Well apprized 
of it, and apprehending the conſe· I 3 
quence, diſcovered the ſecret to his 8 
wife TERENTIA. The conſpirators No. 
were ſummoned to APPepr, | but diſo- 
beying the ſummons, were condemned 8 
| baniſhmenr, and afterwards put to death. IF 
Nor could the] joint intereſts of Pro- | 
CULEUS,. Muzzna's brother, nor that 
of his brother-in-law avail him. ApGus: * 
TUS was diſpleaſed at Macexas for. 
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by ſaying MouxEena probably - might 
have been unjuſtly, (x) ſuſpected, and 
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chat Mens: afted in this affair! from | 
2 principle of extreme) foudueſi for 
\TextntTIA.:: "Be this as jr will er em 
peror Icon f egg . 19-1 
nn what follows: | nl rom 
7. - "a OBO Ny Sq 01 24 20198065 al * 
Aueurros was gone iar Cg i in 
orller 0 proceed to Ala, when heres | 
informed” that there were an com 
motions: at Ram about :the>olipice: of 
conſuls. He ſent Agrees — 
Rome, and nominated him ſeconil tima 
Prefest.! to Put 229 end 5 _ feuds 
4 


| een eln, bl bed 87 oree 
on | n 1 
his 1 Maneni.t.a; "chought 
BD. mot od yin Þv03 4 | | 2 
ter of bis ſiſter. AVIA, W — I 
ſent for this purpoſe he h had en en 
aud comin harff 
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[ daughter JuLIA (ﬆ)," young Mixcuts 
Lus's widow ()); thus loading = * 
once with honour and infamy. Some 
were of opinion AuGusTUs had other 
motives in view by this alliance; 
It is dangerous to be ſerviceable to. 
princes of AveusTus's character. The 
reputation ARI A acquired by his 

many ſignal victories, went nigh re rü 
him. \AvGusTvs grew jealous of his 
power, and was even weak enough to 
fear 1 8 en the: ne n 


1 s 5 Ry 7 x 


wi ft &'% 


2 M. vs 8. Range | in. 10 8 on the 
life of AvucusrTvs, is miſtaken in his chrono». 
'logy, when he fays Acriyea was married to 

Jol i immediatel yore the deſeat of the younger 
Pourzx, which happened in the year of Re 
718 ; for ſhe could "oy be four years old at 
that time, Audusrus having IG Sex186- 
NIA her mother 1 W 
| O0 Marco Agripp pz. pins dedit ; al im, 
exorata ſorore, ut ſibi genero cederet. SUETON, 5 


Vit. Auguſt. Cap. 63. 
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ſhip, and fidelity: 0 this Thong gene- 
ral, of which NG received ſo N 5 


—— — —— U—— — 2 Q 


„ART A, my: lord. is ſo poꝛerſul, re- 
plied the favourite, with his oſualopen- © 
* that you muſt either make him your 


9 or diſpatch bim out of. khe 
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Tas emperor, on his return from . | 
Syria, ft paſſed rough Athens,. And | 


brought, Vizet, back with him into „ 
irable poet died- in 


e ory 8156 


Calabria 00 and 8 Aucusrus 
6 SILLS. 52 tert "rot, * 


. N &Þ. . 
8 * 
1 S134 7 > 43 IT 


© The . fo iche er hs kingdom. 
of Naples, | tivided . 7 9 Ir, the Faro di 
Meſſina. © 22 2 55 e 5 
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and Mie wp Suren part / out ůſ 
8 gratitude for this many! Arours l 4% 


Held a literary 1 
them, an honour lie greatly deſervedig 


| rheir turn elecnes zs bone done 4 


| thi 2755 ag deen 4 l nd wich pl 
Theſe. games were interdifted by the $74 


oracle, which ordained; amt hey ſhould 


had conferred on bin He ahwhyts⸗ ad. 


and which his illuſtrious patrons, im 


TORT ug, 7 3171 ig 


Mus u u * * E 


Avcvsrvs and ee vom e, 


dered the grand Secular games to be 


cel ebrated at Rome (a). which were 


0H 016297 id no ions A 
Ga) Tur Secular, games were inſtituted in 
mpeg "Rome 245, after the expulſion of 
Tarquins, by the conſul Varunivs PypLecnes 
LA, 0 f eaſe the anger of the „ Arte | 


lemnized every 110 Years only; this however 
was not always punctually obſerved. Avus: 


rus kept them in the year of Rame 23p, h 


the emperor CLavpiys..1 in the year 
cauſe it was the beginning of a century. 8 
TONIVS, in his life of CLavpivs, Grp he 
£29 <= e I 

— 1 8 bolemniſed 
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— 
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TY * 7 9 1 
LENS * 2 Ms W 
r A þ þ LEE Kay „ 
5 8 ON 
* LIP 2 « . - * : AY os 
* ; 


* — 


ad ludos, 
| W ak age 


* p 2 


_ 
rang 


Nome 1000, by the emperor: Pore; Th gs 


beginning of harveſt. Sacxißces were. offered 9 
all the Gods. But theſe games were more par- 
ticularly ſacred to SAD HAS! and Dianas,” Ho- 
RACE ——_—_ the ſecular Ode to be ſung at theſe 

feaſts by the ſpecial. comp 3 


e. üb Nbtger us. Jon 
Aclemniſed: once in 4 hundred, ben 
Mac EV aas was greg admirer of pi 


Tela ates ny peoples mittl 0 YET this bccalion } 


for they were inyiteg, l to the ANC} 


ent cuſtom, to come and affift at theſe* games, 
which never were, and never would be ſeen 
again—ſince many then lived, who had, been 
preſent at thoſe given by'Avcvsrus, 
vox præconis irriſa eſt inyitantis more ſolenni 
quos net ſpeQaſſer quiſquam nes 


ſpectaturus Mer: cum end hre gu 
rionum ' produc 


olim, tunc MoxkRl, 


| roducerentur. 
in his diRionary 9 the article of of Srev- 
Lat GAMES, 18 e witsken, to fix this 2 7 - 
of the games of CEAUDIUS. It is true, the evi 774 
ple had more reaſon to be merry at * 
Dowir1an, if the fame proclamation was i © 
ſued as at the former, becauſe. 5 5 2. 4 


brated but forty years after I apt 
ficent games were ſolemnized in — 190 I 


Douiriax, when in reality Su ETON 


was kept three days and xhree nights 


and of Avepwus. 
3 herbe, potens 3 7 
An cælt decus, 0: elenat | 16 HET 


| hems; BY 


WV 


102 The Life o. Mincexue. 
ſhews ; it ſuited the Roman taſte. 


emperor honoured them with his pre- 


ſence, both out of inclination as well as 
policy; ; his favourite” adviſed him to 


14 ; 


give frequent entertainments of that 
kind; and to aſſiſt at them himſelf, in 
order to gain che peo le's affections, to 


divert them from their ſeditious cabals 
| "3 

N Semper, & culli, date que precamur ir 
Tempore ſacro. Wo: 

uo Silyllin monuere verſus . . 
Firgines lectas, pueroſque caſtos ET” 


7 ws ſeptem placuere Ws | | 
Dicere carmen. Carm, Secul, 


Ye radiant glories of the Kies, 
Ever-beaming God of light, 
Sweetly-ſhining Queen of night; _. 

Beneath whoſe wrath the wood-born ſavage 4 
Ve pow'rs to whom with endleſs praiſe 

A grateful world jits homage pays; 

Let our pray'r, our pray*r be. heard, 

Now in this ſolemn hour preferr'd, ; 
When by the Sibyl's dread command, 4 

Of ſpotleſs maids a choſen train, 5 
Of ſpotleſs youths a choſen band, 


To all our guardian Gods PHE the ballow'd 
5 ; ſtrain. 5 FAN iS. 


bf 


53 


8. 


1 


them, more obedient to his, laws, * * 


Tus fame year Abbverts baker: 
took a voyage into Gaul, at that time 
infeſted. by the Germans, with a Pre- 
tence to reſtore peace; but it Was in 


The 146 47 Mactnas 103 
by ſuch like amuſements, and to make 


' 


effect to avoid becoming odious ro the 


people, by ſtaying too long at Rane, i in 
puniſhing the diſobedient, or being con- 


ſtrained to weaken the law's authority, 


by too much indulgence and lenity. | 


Some conſectured this voyage Was un- 


dertaken uren, Trazvria $ account 


(3) We have a be 88 which was ade 


AvucusTus by the famous PyrLapes, out of 


Diox Cassius, B. liv. This player, having a 


diſpute. with BATHYLLUs his competitor, the 


quarrel occaſioned fome diſturbance among the 


people who were preſent at the ſhew. The em- 
peror expreſſed himſelf angrily to PrLapss 


upon that occaſion, who re -Dlicd, EvuPipes ci, 
Raioap, p. 2 Toy 14401 At e, Expedit ti- 


by Cæſer, circa nos populum tempus terere. 
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Another place, where he compares her to HSLEN,- 
for beauty: ; 
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rder- to enjoy her compam 
with i reſtraint ON. "She was one r 


(e) TxxzNTIA was a ſiſter of re 5 
eminent for his fraternal love, and of Lici- 
NIUsG Murazra, who conſpired againſt Auguss 
Tus, It is highly probable that it is ſhe, whom 
Hon ace celebrates ſo much for beauty and ac“ 
compliſhments, and calls by the name of LI Ci 
N14, and that Mzcenas was ſo R 
fond of before he married her. A 


Me dulces demine Muſa 46 Ber „ 

Cantur, me voluit dicere Iucidum” 

Fulgentes oculos, & bene nutui- i 

Fidum pectus c OO OI, 

Num tu, ure lenuit di ves Acbæ menen, 

Aut pinguis Phrygiæ Mygdonias N,. 4 X 
Fun mare welis dr Licn⁴⁰j 

Plenas aut Arabum domos Ode xii. 5. l. 


| Licymnia's voice, LicyMn1a's eye, 1 
Bright darting its reſplendent ray; 67 62) 
The breaſt where love and friendſhip lie, 
The Muſe commands me ſing in ſofter 5 
Say, ſhall the wealth by kings poſſeſt, 
or the rich diadems they Had HOT 
Or all the treaſure of the eaſt, 5 
Fan one lock of my Lic run 14's hair? 
Hain 


* 
* 9, 
[ 


. 
* 


He mentions his patron's love for this woman in 


1 wy 


k = „ the 


* 


neither eafy with, nor 
which made ne erer ins b 


a be had banane wife 


to —_ it n ne Gay, ex- 


travagamt, ald ill. watured 
aroſe miſunderſtandings - betwee 


and MreExNAG ! Thi ed, 
not for any time; the fond! uſband 


: Hune-efleq © 
qui uxorem millies duxit, cum unam 
habuerit. It is not probable that he 


win at nnen ty, f for Dion 


U iohe mer. Jo fn non e , 
Accendit mfr Ton, © ee SI © 


Gaude forte tua. -EpoD. xi 
So great was his fondneſs 0 le; that We uſed 


to compare her, according to Dion Cassius, o 
LIVIA for beauty. Sr yap By THI aUTNG u. 
gt ke ayunredlai wore. avthywaee 72 % * 


u Alia won. B. liv. 5 


Cassius 
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| Cassius tells us, Maczxas fell out 
with Aueusrus * that account. 


I. I ous W 18 = 
Tur emperor appointed W 
Taunus prefect of Rome before his de · 
parture; becauſe ARI rA was in the 
eaſt, and Mæckxas was of the party that 
attended him into Gaul. Dior Cassrus 
pretends, that AuGusTus was a little 
angry with his favourite, becauſe he ap- 
peared uneaſy at his amorous intercourſes | 
with TERENTIA ; but in fact the reaſon c 
why he would not re- accept of the go- 
vernment of Rome (a truſt of which he 
was ſo highly capable) is, that he loved 
a quiet life, and deſired nothing more | 
than to enjoy peace and tranquillity af- 
ter ſo many fatigues. TA vRus came in 


by the intereſt of Mxcenas. He had 
adviſed AuGusTus to prefer none to 
= 


The ae tara 10 
the prefedure who had not firſt paſſed . 
through all the other ciyil employments, 
and were by this previous and judicious 
ſtep rendered the more fir to govern 
and to di ſpenſe juſtice itt Rome, and out 
of it to a certain 'diſtriQ, during his 
abſence. Thus the "modeſt favoutice : 


75 1 Ty 


who had it in his power to engroſs all 
places to himſelf, rather choſe” to bes 


ſtow the moſt honourable poſts in the 
empire on others, | farified with: his 


equeſtrian Ry (0. eee 


| () . has giren us a very fine 
deſcription of the modeſty of Mz cENAS, who 
never was anxious about honours and titles, 
and was always faithful to AvovsTus. 


4 t tua, Aha, wite pracepta recepi ; TH 
"I exemplis fe ſuper are . 
Puum tibi Romano dominas in honore ſecures, 

Et liceat medio ponere jura foro: © 
Vel tibi Medorum pugnaces ire per heftet, 
Aligue onerare tuam fixa per arma mum 
Et vibe ad effettum wires det Ceſar, & om 
Tenpore tan * n ofes © 
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es ir com dere 


; Creae Ta, oe qyeabunt ifta, ces, 1 20 
Judi . — venie s tu quogue in ora. Tim: 25 
© Caforir & Fame e/tigis your tenebig« s 


is CIOTT IE? 77 15700 hag 


Macenatis' maximuni um fuit, quod Au- 


Fut : e gum reſiſteret, tamen ab eo 


bitus, reliquis oninibus fe pro- 

-barit; & quod cum plurimum apud illum poſſet. 

adeo ut ab eo multos honores & magiſtratus im- 

| traret, tamen animo nthil elatus, in f 
atu vitam . ue ü es 


e ves us the 3 el 5 


tas modeſty—Non minus Agrippa Cæſari £ carus 
[Mæcenas] ſed minus honoratus: quippe vixit 
anguſto clavo pœne contentus; nec majora con- 
ſequi non Potuit, ſed non tam concupivit. * 


Tur order of knigh ts was. next to the fena- 
«torial, and was, the 

mong the -Romans.., They were called Eguites, 
- becauſe the commonwealth | ney, them 
-with a horſe and a Te Fees ri They. wore a 
2x00 like unto that o nators, tufted with 


5 : returned 


— 


th. n 


n in his 114th book, ſpeaking of 
the good qualities of Mc as, ſays, Virtutis 
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cond rank of nobility „„ 
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110 The Life of M. MCENAR: = 2 
poſition, Abevsrül haſtened en 0 t 
ſee him, but he was dead before he. e 
could arrive. His body was 
ed to Rome, where Wei wan abel with: 
the: utmoſt magnificence, and AD 
Us himſelf publicly pronounced his 
funeral: oration. IT 00 of h 1 e if - 
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' Mxcexas" was: now advancing! i in 
years; but the grey hairs of a great 
miniſter, and a man of learning, are 
venerable: he paſſed the remainder of 
his days in an agreeable caſe) in the 
pleaſing converſation of thoſe illuſtri- 
ons Friends he had fo happily ſelected 
Nor had he been wanting in his reſ- 
ped to the Roman | ladies, whole 
and beauty made them. the « ornament: 
of all polite. companies... power one 1 


even accuſed of having carried bis gal- 
note: Tantries | 


C) 


Wi F ; of MA£&CENAS. 
lantries a little, too far amongſt As 
Rome, in thoſe days, had her contentel 


and complaiſant huſbands, + G * 


having invited 2 
perceiving his gueſt familiarly ogling 
his wife, very obligingly feigned himſelf 
aſleep} Os d ſeryant who imagined 
his IAN Was Cer ſoj went 0 wand 


*. = 


; 4.4 


wine. « Raſcal, a eee can't you 
«© ſee that} it is for Macknas oy ih. 
« 1 fleep?” He is ſuſpected uses 
one of the celebrated JoL1a's gallanry, 


e Eid 2212 A Sy 3-9 


VENAL,. Satire firſt, 2 2 ber 
a Hon Garn in this, and pre 
ed deep in complaiſance to . and 0 


FI 
# 8 


gallant.” LI n 4 


Dofus hectare ag 5 ; 
Deus & ad calicem vigilants Aue, — N 


Who his tau he « eyes up to the cieling 1 
2 2 4 over wot his wakeful noſe. 
Dzxrpan. 


Ee i conqueſt 


; 1 * r 3 
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n do not find che name df MEA 


. — tions 
It is even ſurmiſed, tnt his paſſion for 
| that lady, Was: rhe eauſe of Dviy* 8 ba» | 


niſhment, who unluclelly happened tb 
be one of his rival. And thei ein the | 


er probability for this 00 


nns io ch al esse Wentibhed: in 


the works of that poet CM ten teln 


| Te 0 4 1423 oY 2 A BD A. LA 
1 1. Ovip takes no notice of Mzczx 
In kis "drag we muſt not „ of 
that they were rivals, and that this der 
poop — Mr ent; as ſbme p R 
Gre, 
57270 og 1 Fung BE CRIES 1 — 


ſuſpicentur, quem quod nunquam nominavit, 
de Juliz: confingunt.. Bet this)fi- _ 
ay n ifferent. 
ety 1 
n 
2 bom ee = avare Wa 
BY, empus eee —_— Mee. . 


RAT. £6: * bs we Trig. J aid] Gi, 9 


Y 
Aon r E Td ire 1 
1 - : 2 5 „ — — + od . 8 


9 2 
* 

44 

1 


2 „„ 7 £7 


1 


us, that this favourite mitiſter 1 ie be 5 
{cruple 6 plead, in conjunction with 3 
Ap ul kius, the cauſeof a perſon charged 2 
with adultery: This however could do 
neither of them hondur : Aue der v | 
came into coutt on the day of replica- 5 
tion, and being ſeated in the fretor” . 
tribunal or chair, he ordered the plain - 
tiff to be careful of what he faid, an] 
not to throw rflexions 222 5 his friedds | 
and n. he N 
Macenat, if we may ed Tacs 
Tus, towards the decline of his life, loſt 
much of the emperor's. favour. This 
happens frequently, ſays the hiſforian, | 
through the inchtiſtaney of fortune; 
becauſe ptinces, have either nothing 
more to eden or their favoutires no- 
a5 lh thing 
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thing more to aſk. or. deſire ( Ki 


* 


114 The Lise f nn 


theſe are the reflexions of a politician; + 
the reaſon of this coolneſs between 
them never tranſpired; we are ſure, 


however, they were ſoon. reconciled: 


AvevsrTus's friends never loſt. their, 
rank « or power, ercept Rorus and Cok- 
NELIUS GALLUS, (i). Mæxckxas, for 
his part, was ever attached to his maſ- 
ter, and devoted to his ſervice. He: 
never forgot to make AUGUSTUS/a pre- 
ſent yearly on his birth day #); wth 


(3) Tvavs & Mzcenati acciderat : 12 po- 
tentiæ raro ſempiternæ: an ſatias capit, aut il 
los, cum omnia tribuerunt; aut hos, cum jam 
nihil reliquum eſt quod Mk Ann. L. iii. 
cap. 30. 8 


_— — 


3 


O See $UETOEIUS, cap. 66. 


(4) IT was an ancient cuſtom with * Romans: 
to ſend preſents to their friends on their birth- 
days: A Mæcenate ſuo familiari Auguſtus quot-' 
annis — die Phialam acciptebat 4 


v whenever 


ſided witli bis favourite till he was re- 
covered ©. This prevailing cuſtom 
among the antients ſhews in what ſa- 
cred eſteem friendſhip was held amongſt 


The Life 
betet he was 6d; { 


| fed, always we 


Prur. in Apophi Reg. Pn. They . 
their emperors a preſent every new year's day; 
and what at firſt was a euſtom only, became at 


length a law under the emperors Azcapius 


and Honozrvs. Lege unica, Cog. B. xii. tit. 49. 
De oblatione wotorum.. Quando. votis commu- 
nibus felix annus aperitur, in una libra _auri_ 
Xx ſolidis obryzatis principibus offerendi devoti- 
onem animo end ſuſci us: ſtatuentes, ut 


deinceps ſequentibus annis unius cujuſque ſe- 
dulitas principibus ſuis talia inferat ſemper & 


deferat. Dat. 3 nonas Mare. Med. 8 & 
Probino Goff: 


05 Tax Nene . they were ſick; were 


accuſtomed. to be conveyed to their. friends houſes. 

in order to their recovery. Suxroxnivs, ee- © 

ably to this, ſays, Eger Auguſtus in domo' - 

Mzcenatis cubabat. And PLiny the younger, 

in his xvith Epiſt. B. vii. rn . his inti- 
go, ſay s he, 

in villas ejus 1 ſeceſſi, ille in domo mea I eps 5 


mate friend Cal ESsTRIUS T YRO, 


convaluit ; PLuTarRCH in his Apophrh. 


_ Chap. 28. 'Ilro\zuai® 5 Azys * ra e 725 ois 


W Amn ra xtehruder. 


f Muyicanas. * 175 F 
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them. The houſe of Macinas, ene 
ſituated on the (a), Eſuilin hill, Was 
nevertheleſs raiſed higher, and was 


fpaciouſly and magnificently built Ke 


()] Monte di 8. Maria maggiore. 


() Tux ninth Ode of the es of Horace - 

informs us,, that the. Watt N 9 Was. 

raiſed, : „„ 
Nane W ad MY auen 


Hictore Latus Cz/are, 
Fecum ſub alta (fic oui gratum) _ 
Beate Mazcenas,. bibans * 
When ſhall we quaff, m lord, the "IC 11 wine, 
Reſerv'd for pious feaſts, and joys divine? _ 
Cs with conqueſt comes; and gracious Jove,. 


Who gave that conqueſt, ſhall our Joys E | 
RA N C 153. 


The houſe and tower of Maotnas,. according 
to ſome, are one and the ſame building. Ho- 
RACE, B. iii. Ode xxix.. deſcribes. the prodigi- 


ous height of this tower: 
F aflidioſam defere copi am 


Mejem propinguam nubibus ardits: 


Omitte mirari beatæ 
Fumum & opes ftrepitumque . 


Neno beheld the deſolation of Rome, which be 


| lid let on fire, from the top of this tower—Hoc 


The 


1 


. 
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a e Th of Macenas. 117 
The roof ſhone with gold; the walls 
were of the fineſt marble; the floor 
an ſwered to the magnificence of the 
cielings, and the furniture was equally 
—_ with, n n 4 Dr ty 


tainments, - debts for ere, Fans: no- 
velty, and variety (6), were inimitable. 
His table was ſerved with the fineſt 
and the moſt delicious wines; among 
which, one was of Italian "groiwth,'to 
Which it is imagined he gave his 
-OWN name Cz: He drefſed with. a ſtu- 


ideeudbem Fn Micdevatians FEES . 
taſque flamme, ut aiebat, pulchritudine, N 
Thi in illo fao ſeenico habitu n 92 70 
e in his Life of Nero. 


(e) Pullos earum epulari Marcenas iatktuit, 
xc. 3 B. viii. en vf r 


(0 is Mediterranco vow — ac Mzce- 
| natiana. Prur, B. xiv. chap. vi. 


1 die 


1 


118 The Life of Mxcaxas. | 
died elegance (9), and generally wore a, 


purple robe with a long train, and ob. 
ten walked with AvGusTus-. and his 


other friends in his ſumptuous gardens, 


adzjoining to his houſe, ornamented 


with ſtatues of the moſt exquiſite ſcul- 


pture. The emperor, with the conſent | 
of the ſenate and people, had given him 


the gy . There was, according 


(9) TS long | + > 
Purpuream, teneris quoque Mecenatibus tem. 1 
Juvenal, Sat. Xii. 1. 78. 


(] Taz ſpot of 8 given to Menne 
uo lay cut in gardens, had formerly been a bury- 

place, where the bodies of the common, 
* and of thoſe who had ſquandered away 


their eſtates, were confuſedly interred; it was 


for that reaſon the air was unwholeſome there, 5 


and its neighbourhood. infectious * trouble- 


ſome to Rome. 


Huc prius anguſtis ejecta cadawera cellis {5 
Conſervus vili portanda locabat in arca.- 

Hic miſeræ plebi ſtabat commune ſepulcrum, 
Pantolabo ſcurræ, Nomentanogue nepoti. ' 


7 RE. oo FR Oo on TR TO Th 


to 


* 


| to antient cuſtom, A ſmall remple i in his 


gardens, conſecrated to Prlarus 8, on the . 


walls of which the poets, who paid 
their court to Mxckxa S, uſed ro write 


: verſes i in a ſtyle ſuirable to he divinity 7 


Ne lice Egli n argur 

Aggert in aprico ſpatiari qua medo triftes 

4 17 e Hpectabant ofibus agrum. f 
Hos, B. 1. 8. vill, 


- "i coffins vile the herd of ſlaves : 
Were hither brought ta croud their graves ; 
And once in this deteſted ground _ 

A A common tomb the vulgar found ; 
Buffoons and ſpendthrifts, vile and dale, 
Together rotted here in | ra 5 
But now we breaks a purer air, 

And walk the ſunny terraſs fair, 
Where once the ground with bones was white, 

With human bones, a ghaftly fight, 27h; 


FRANCIS. 


(* Ex Ar in his hortis (fays Litivs GyRaL-: 


DUs, Dial. iv.) Priapi ſacellum, ut ſcitis morem 
antiquis fuiſſe, teſte etiam Columella; ad quod 
convenientes poetæ pro re & loco carmina affi- 
gebant, ut hoc tempore Romz quotannis Paf- 
chillo, quæ juſſu Mzcenatis a Virgilio collecta, 
nunc Virgilii nomine circumferuntur—Quod ut 
_ Virgil x non . e- dee is fuit 


mY IN 4 DE OF 
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120 The Life, 0 Mauer | 
of the Place; Mxcixas collected and 
publiſhed them under the title. of 


PrIAPI, which ſome. have unjuſtly: af- 
cribed to VIRGIL, others to Ov and 


MARTIAL. He alſo built a rower of. 3 


prodigious height, from whence he had 0 
a full proſpect of the city and circumja- . 

cent country. It was from this ſummit 
the cruel NERO beheld Rome in flames. | 
Itis however doubted whether this houſe | 

and tower were not one and the ſame 
building. To this his happy retirement 
we owe (beſides his literary works, of 
which we have already ſpoken) the in- 


vention of notes, or ſhort-hand, far the 


convenieney of diſpatch (5); he pub 


Virgilius qui ob verecundos & virginales N 
vulgo, ut paulo ante dicebamus, Parthenias ett 
appellatus. Ab aliis Ovidio Naſon aſcribun- 
tur. 

(s) Tre ſhort-hand, dale, uamvis citata 
| excipitur oratio, & celeritatem ungue manus 


| liſhed 


The Life of 'Mecnnas. tht 
| liſhed the bob and infteu&ions, under 
the care and aſſiſtance of his freeman 
n He alſo introduced warm 


4 


ſequitur, ſays SEN ECA, was invented upon ac- 
count of the ſeeretaries of the ſenate-houſe: by 
which means they eafily collected the 
that were made there; and for this they were 
called Notaries. They were alſo called Curſores, 
quia notis verba curfim expediebant. Authors 
are not agreed upon the weſt: inventor of this 
method of ſhort-hand wri Some pretend 
it was the poet Exn1vus, ot affirm it was 
Trab, CiexRko's freeman; 2. that Aqvita, 
a freeman belonging to Macanas, afterwards 
further 1 . - $S8NECa the older 
at length collected and * them into ſome or- 
der, and publiſhed them under the title of Moa 
Tullii Thani & Anna Sentces, froe- Chavaeres, 
_ quibus utebantur Romani in ſcripturd compendiarid. 
This ſhort-hand was invented, ſays Sux ECA the 
philoſopher, in his xcth Epiſtle, by a parcel of 
vile {laves—Quid verborum notas, quibus quam 
vis eitata excipitur oratio, & celeritatem lingua 
manus ſequitur? Viliſimorum mancipiorum 
iſta commenta ſunt. Dion Cassius however 
fairly attributes it to MaCEnAs, u wperrog 
Maus, ſays he, πα³f.õZ % YH D wp; H 
Ne er. , ar ar e n 3 


baths 
- 2 
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| baths. into Rome (t) for the uſe of e 
public. They were large reſervoirs 
filled with warm water, in which they 
could ſwim as well as bathe a com- 


(:) Macenas. was the firſt perſon who in- 
troduced hot baths at Rome, according to Dion. 
foros Te xo . cy E oder rog er n oats 
X&|ETKEVRCE. — pects this hiſtorian 
to have miftaken Mz cenas. for Acker, be- 
cauſe the Latiz authors only mention the latter: 
but Dion, who lived towards the latter end of 
the ſecond century, and the beginning of the 
third, is an author of no bad authority. The 
cold baths were of a much older date. There 
were public ones for the people to bathe and 
learn to ſwim in. Vokrius, De Milit. Rom. 

B. i. chap. 10. mentions this, and ſhews' the 
uſefulneſs of it to ſoldiers. | Hiſtory tells us, it 
ſaved Julius CæsAR in his Alexandrian expe- 
dition. The field of Mars was near the banks. 
of the Tiber: the Romans, after having gone 
through their military exerciſes, bathed in this 
river. The Roman youth without diſtinction 
learnt to ſwim. SuzToONI1vVs, talking of AuGvus- 
Tus, chap. 64. ſays, Nepotes, & litteras & na- 
tare aliaque rudiments per ſe plerumque docuit. 
He farther obſerves, that Cal16UuLa could not 
133 Atque hic, tam docilis ad cætera, natare 
neſciit. Life of Calig. 4. Tbe ancients 
bathed — and h uſed ſome 
Frereiſes previous to it. 


mon 


* 


The Liks of Macuxas. 123 
mon 205 with the Romans for the 
preſervation of their health, and par- 
ticularly uſeful to military men. He 
was was very curious in his collections 
of pearls and other precious ſtones, 
which THALATION, another of his 
freemen, engraved” and fer in in gold for 
| him, He loved walking, and. in order 
to. preſerve. his health played at 
tennis (0. in imteen of Avs us- 


0 . was an ee 1 
greatly delighted in, as we are told by Hoxacs 

in the deſcription he gives us of their voyage to 
Brundiſium. He further obſerves, that VIROII. 
and he were not fond of wg game, for the rea- 
' ſon he there aſſigns: WT 


Hine muli Capuz clitellas rempart ponunt. 2 2 

Luſum it Mæcenat, dormitum ego, Vi rretliafrus : 
ee: 2 * inimicum | ee . ; 
at. V. - . 1. 


Early next morn 3 * we came 
Mxczxas goes to Tennis; hurtful game 


To a weak appetite, and tender eyes; 


So our; to fleep with VIX OIL Fiaccvs lies. 
os” | | FRANCIS. ' 


TUS, 
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Tus (s), who was fond of this ere 
Amidſt theſe amuſements and pleaſures 
of every kind, he finiſhed his days: he 
was aer ſubzeck to a fever 00 and 


We are "Hs to hho PRE it was Fives FE? 
Romans and Greeks uſed to play at: they uſed 
four different forts of balls, 1. Trigonallsa, 
parva, quam tres luſores, figura trigonem ex- 
primente, diſtincti ſibi invicem reddebant. 2. 
arpaſtum, parva item pila e corio facta, quam, 
ſolo repercyſſam, raptam revocabant, unde no- 
men ab apraguy rapio. Follis, magna Pl, 
| «EX A 00 confecta, & vento diſtenta; ſi maſor 
brachiis, fi minor pugnis, impelli ſolita. 4 4. Pa- 
ganica,-_ qui in pagis ludebatur, & Bicie- 
batur pluma.. ManTIAL manner this laft' * 
iv. Epig. xlv. ä n e 


| Hee que A cilis 2 Paganica flum nd, 
eee i minus ara pild, 


— 8 228 B. iv. Epig. xix. B. vii. 
| e took its appellation 
— the þ cn Gre of t * 5 with w they 
were at firſt alone to ſtrike the ball; this 
cuſtom even en ll, in . places. gy 


(x) See Sor ros. TL f Life of Akut, chap: 83. 


00. Punr takes notice of the terer and in- 
capacity of ſleeping, with way Macrnas 
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for the three laſt years of his life was 


much troubled with a continual watch- 


ing, occaſioned probably by. his paſt fa- 
tigues, and not, as SEN ECA ſays, Who 


was an avowed cenſor of the actions of | 


this great man, in conſequence of his 
jealouſy of his wife TzzenT1A (2). 
Inſtruments of muſic and the murmur- 

ings of waters (a) were the remedies | 


was afflicted : Quibuſdam perpetua febris eſt, ut 
C. Mæcenati: eidem triennio ſupremo, nullo 
horæ momento contigit ſomnus. He adds the 


following example: Antipater Sidonius poeta 
omnibus annis, uno die tantum natali, corripie- 


batur febri & eo conſumptus eſt ſatis longk ſe- 
nefti, B. vii. ch. 55. 5 


(z) Ferrewnnr ergo tu Anme putas, 
cui amoribus anxio, & moroſæ uxoris quotidi- 


ana repudĩa deffenti, ſomnus per ſymphoniarum 
cantum ex longinquo bene nen _—_ 
tur? De provident. chap. 3. ee 


(a) Tus method Mxcrenas ”m to remove 
his want of ſleep, was not at all particulas to 
himfelf. Every Body knows, that the full of 
waters will invite us to ele; Horace de- 


recommended: 


y N * 7 - - N a 
* "Us A * n IF L tg q 
T4 * C % 4 72 N 
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recommended to him for this diſorder; 


i 


* SENECA again adds, wine alſo, and al 


eribes this very elegantly in his ſecond Ode of - 
the Epod, VVV i 
Labuntur altis interim ripis aqhe ; 
Queruntur in filvis aue; 
Fonteſque Iymphis obſtrepunt nanantibus, 
Samnos quod invitet leves. 8 


Where pours the mountain ſtream along. 
And be warblers chant the ſoothing 
| „ th mein nt 
Or where = lucid fountain flows, | 
And with its murmurs courts him to repoſe. 
CeLsus, a celebrated phyſician, who lived in 
the reign of TI BERIVs, recommends the ſame 
thing : Confert etiam aliquid ad ſomnum Sila- 
nus juxta cadens. As to muſic, it has the ſelf. 
ſame effect, and another advantage, of agreeablx 
enlivening the ſpirits, and giving new vigour, |. 
when we return to buſineſs. Pythagoreis, ſays 
UINTILIAN, B. ix. Chap. 4. nf. orat. moris 
fuit, & cum evigilaſſent animos ad lyram exci- , 
tare, quo eſſent ad agendum erectiores: & cum 
ſomnum peterent ad eandem prius lenire mentes, _ 
ut ſi quid fuiſſet turbidiorum cogitationum com- 
ponerent. Censorinus, De die Natal. chap. 
12. ſays the ſame thing of PyTHAGORAS. The 
wiſe Indians, as PHILOSTRATUS reports in his 
Vit. Apollon. B. ii. chap. 14. conducted their 
kings to reſt with the ſound of inſtruments. 
MonTacns ſays the ſame thing of his father: 


manner _ 


«| Cogan os 
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„ Hokack, how- 
| ever; contradicts this aſſertion, and vibes | 
. us an account of his ſobriety. The 
| ſumptuous entertainments he 828 
were more for his friends than himſelf. 
It became a man of his rank and for- 
tune, a prefect of Rome, and the fa- 
vourite of the emperor of the world, . 
to keep a ſplendid table; but he was 
better pleaſed with the converſation of ; 
. his illuſtrious gueſts, than with auy 
other part of his feaſts; and he very 
frequently partook of their frugal re- 
paſts. A wiſe Epicurean, he loved 
, pleaſure i in moderation. Dion mentions 
| the advice de * the emperor yy 


a =, 
60 He uſed to. have me waked by the uid of 
« ſome inſtrument, and never was without a 
« ſervant to attend me for that Paper” 
Ens, B. i. chap. 5. 


3 chat | 


>. th 
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| that ſubject (5). This ſevere Stoic was 
the only perſon who taxes him with 

' drunkenneſs and debauchery. All men 
| know what à natural tendency muſir, 
and the agreeable noiſe of fountains 
have, to engage us to repoſe; beſides; 


/ 
} 
, j ; 


(5) Drown Cassius mentions the advice 
which Mzcenas uſed to give Aucbvsros con- 
cerning A e cxconomy : he exhorts his 
prince, ut continenter vivat, nihilque prodi- 
gere videatur: ſed domut parcitnonia; in Rem- 

ublicam liberalitate utatur. Horace, in ſeve: 
ral of his Odes, invites his MzczNAas to a frugal 
entertainment, 1 „ 
Plerumque grate. divitibus vices, 5 

Mundeque parwo Jub lare pauperum EE 

Cænæ, fine aultis & ro, | + | 
Sollicitam explicuere frontem. 


B. iii. Ode xxix. 


To frugal treats, and humble cells 
With grateful change the wealthy fly, 
Where health - preſerving plainneſs dwells, 

Far from the cafpet's gaudy dye. "(22 v4 

Such ſcenes have charm'd the pangs of care, 

And ſmooth'd the clouded forchead of deſpair. 

2 5 | Faaxczs. 


. 


1 


: ji] . | | 
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his friend AnTowrvs Mus (O, Phy- 
fician to AuGusTus, may, no doubt, 


have preſcribed them to him. SENE- 
ca Was therefore highly to blame to 
reproach Mackxas, and to pretend 


that theſe were indulgencies of a lux- 


urious and an effeminate taſte (4); he 


(JAwronr veMusa, a freeman bene 
having recovered him from a 
was loaded with honours, and had a 
braſs .ereQed to him by his $4 
of AscuLaPius. He and the reſt of the bre- 
thren of the faculty were made. freemen of Rome, 
and, like thoſe of the £ queſtrian order, had the 
my ers this hap- 

in the year of Rome 730. Medico An- 
2 — Mafe, cujus opera ex antipiti morbo con- 


ee atuam, re collatp, juxta ſignum 
ſculapii —— ſays 3 in 
his Lit of Augu/izs, ch and Dyzon. 
TX 3 2 hot 296 Neale 


A wy I PTY 
To Xpuoois FzxxlvAorg xpnobai* Tyr Te aTeay xc 


zur, xe TR, YITEIOOG; a d. 8.1 Tre * 


u ren Ne h. . B. 


(A4) Extat certi _elegia inter EE.” ue 


Virgilii nomine clrc unferuntur de Meese 
obitu, in qua abund e Mecenas defenditur, n 


=— ought 


ous diſorder, 
tue of 
8 


— * — — 
= 8 * — — Ps 7 -_ 4 rr " 
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ought ſurely to have known that the 


| Gymnoſophiſts, and PrTHaGoRAs him» = 


ſelf, were every night lulled to ſleep 
with the pleaſing ſound of inſtruments. 


Trax care MxcExAs took to recover 
his health, could not ſecure him; he 
died in Auguſt the year of Rome 744. 
in the twentieth year of AucusTus's 


reign, counting from the day upon 


which he was declared ſovereign of the 
world; and eight years before the birth 
of our Lord FEsUs CHRIST. We can- 
not preciſely determine concerning his 


age, for we are ignorant as to the year 


of his birth; PzDo, bis panegyriſt 


1 & mollitiei inns : poſt enim bella, & ſupe- 
ratos hoſtes, fortem ac ſtrenuum imperatorem 
non dedecere, Liberi patris & Herculis exemplo, 
voluptatibus animum relaxare. | 
Girald, de hiſtor. dialog. iv. p. 207. 


and 


5 0 AI WERE —— Ae OO ot 


th 
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and contemporary, ſays, he died pretty 
old, it is more than likely that he lived 
to be ſixty-four, « or fire at leaſt 00 


"Tas emperor went conſtantly to vi- 
fir, him during his ſickneſs, and was 
preſent when he breathed his laſt. In 
his dying moments he recommended his 


dear Hoxact to the prince, Remem- 
c ber HoxaTivs FLaccus, faid he, 
© as you would McRNAS.“ A few 
days before his death he conſtituted 
AucusTvus ſole heir to all his eſtate, 
and, Fxcepring ſome IR lega- 


„ 


| 00 Sivan Ax paſſages i in Pepo help to prove | 
that Mezcenas was aged : ray 


\ Defleram Juwenis triſti WP carmine fata: a 
Sunt etiam merito carmina danda ſent. 


Nunc pretium candoris babes, nunc 2 
umbris, 


Te ſumus obliti decubui fonens 
. 2 ies 
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cies, left it to his option, to make ſuch : 
diſtributions as he pleaſed amongſt his 
friends. He had no children by TE- 
RENTIA (VJ). and in him, the noble race 
of the ancient Etrurian KIx Gs, became 
extinct. His aſhes were laid in his 
magnificent gardens, and Hon AcE, who. 
died in the ſame year (g) was buried 


(f) Sous; were of e that Mactwas: 
had a fon by TezexnTia, who died you e 
but this is conjectural anly. Px Do might a- 

ment the loſs of ſome other youth. 


(20 Tux x EBZUs will have it, that nes 


died before Mæcz NAS, ſee his Adv. B. xx. 
chap. 2. But this is a miſtake; and Suk rox, 
in his life of this poet, aſſerts the contrary. 
Mzcexas recommended him with his dying 
words to the emperor : *©- Horatii Faoci, ut 
«« mel, eſto memor.” Horace loved his Mz- 


CENas fo tenderly as to wiſh to accompany Ha. 


even in death : 
* Nec Diis amicum n, nec nabe, pr 


Obire, Macenas, mearum 


3 Grande decus columtuque rerum. 


- 


the 


atron and 


by the: dear remains of his p 


a Tur death of Mxcenas was an ir- 
Teparable loſs to AvcvusTvs. It de- 


Ah te mee ff partem anime rapit 
: Maturior vis: quid moron altera? 


Nec charus æguè, nec ſuperſtes 
Integer © illk dies atramgue _ 4 
\Ducet ruinam. B. i. Ode xvi 


Why will Mz czas thus complain, 
And kill me with th” ynkindly ftrain ? 
Nor can the Gods nor I conſent, 

That you, my life's great ornament, 
Should fink untimely to the tomb, 
While I ſurvive the fatal doom. 
Should you, alas, be ſnatch'd awa 
Wherefore, ah | wherefore thould 1 
My value loſt no longer whole, 
And but poſſefling half my ſoub? 
One day, believe the ſacred oath, 
Shall lead the fun'ral pomp of both. 
5 ; | e | . FRANCIS. 


He furvived his benefactor but three months, 
and died the zyth of November, the year of 
of fity-nine. Macgnas 
died the Auguſt before. It was in this year that 
AvcusTvs called the ſixth month by his name, 


Rome 745, at the age 


which had been before ſtyled SrxriLis. 


K 3 | prived 


1 
[ ſtay, 
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prived him at once of a very able and a 


moſt penetrating miniſter, a truſty con- 
dent, a ſincere and diſintereſted friend. 


Never was fayourite more attached to 
his prince. He was ſo highly in his 
maſter's affection and confidence, that 
he could, without incurring his diſplea- 
ſure, charge him home with all his 
faults, and oppoſe him in bis ſenti- 
ments whenever they were inconſiſtent 
with his honour and intereſt. In at- 
tending to the advice of his judicious | 
friend, AUuGusTVUs gained the love of 


the Remans; and he very ſhortly after 
felt the loſs he had ſuſtained in ſuch a 


miniſter and counſellor: : For notwith- 
ftanding the politics which he fo much 
plumed himſelf upon, he commitred fre- 
quent errors. Having once inconſiderate- 


Iy i in the public { pong houſe, declaimed 
againſt 
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againſt the miſconduct of his daughters 
(h), and reflecting afterwards on his 
imprudence in publiſhing their infamy, 
which but retorted ſhame upon himſelf, 
* I ſhould not, ſaid he, have done this, 
< had my friends AGxieea and Meck- 
Nas been living (i).“ So difficult was 


 {4) Forum nihil mihi aecidiſſet, fi aut A GRIPPA 
aut Mzcenas vixiſſet. Sen. de ben. vi. 32. 


(i) AvevsTus ought to have taken the wiſe 
| Reps of his great- uncle in a caſe nearly parallel. 
Julius CæsaR being: called upon to give 
evidence againſt CLopius his wife's pallant, 
| whom he had divorced, denied his knowledge of 
any criminal converſation between them, though 
his mother AuxELIA and his ſiſter JurL1a de- 
poſed the truth before the judges; and when he 
was aſked, why then had he put away his wife? 
« It is not, replied Czzar, ſufficient that my 
« wife ſhould be guiltleſs, but it is even nece(- 
« ſary ſhe ſhould conduct herſelf ſo, as not to 
ce be ſuſpefted”; quoniam meos tam ſuſpicione, 
quam crimine judico carere oportere. SuzToON. 
Life of Jul. chap. 74.—ör. Tn Kare; punts 
x Sao ng UT ach per 211-19 PruTaRrcan. OT He 


V 


} 


136 The Life of Macinas. 
it to repair the loſs of two: nen only, 
though he had millions under his obe- 

dience: His legions, fays SENECA (4), 
being eut to pieces, he recruited his 
troops; his fleet, deſtroyed by ſtorms, 
was ſoon refitted ; public edifices, con- 

ſumed by flames, were rebuilt with 
greater magnificence ; - but he could 
never find two men like AGcxIePa and 
Mckxas, capable of diſcharging the 
places with which they had been en- 
truſted with equal integrity, n and 
ability. 


. ͤ . ] wä1 wd ER 
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— 


Nox was Mæck xs leſs regretted 
dy the Literati; they never had ſo ge- 
nerous a patron He anticipated their 
wants, and loaded them with favours; 
but his bounties were beſtowed ratio- 


- (4) Seneca De bengf: B. vi. chap. 30. 


* 7 v2 Mactnas. ws 


ae eee his genes 


rous attention. To nix and to his na- 


le diſpoſition we owe thoſe incſtimable 
works, which, though few, make us the 


more regret the reſt, which the frequent 
revolutions in the Raman empire, and 


the barbariſm of the ſucceeding ages of 


Ignorance and blind enthuſiaſm, have fo 


unfortunately robb'd us of. But for 


him Visei1L, oppreſſed by Azivs the 


centurion, had never tuned his lyre ( 


(1) JuvenaLly in his viith Satire, ſhews how 


neceſſary a patron is to the Muſes : 
Maga mentis opur, nec de todice paranda * 


— currus & equos, facigſque Deorum 
Aſpicere, & gualis Rutulum confundat Erinnys. 
Nam {i Virgilio puer, & tolerabile dgſit 
Heſpitium, caderent omnes a crinibus 5: 
Surda nihil gemeret grave buccina. 


' "Tis not for hung pee init wants connteuÞl, 
The face of Jovy in council to bebe L 


nor 
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nor HoRACE raiſed his voice. MxcEnas 
was not content with protecting them, 


but he introduced theſe great men him- 


ſelf to his prince alſo, and recommend- 
ed them, as perſons deſerving of his 
notice and royal munificence. Mxce- 
NAs had a great and generous way of 
thinking, and (far unlike thoſe envious 
courtiers, who ſwell at every little fa- 
vour beſtowed on any but themſelves) 
was never jealous when others had a 
free acceſs to the emperor. 2 


HavinG given a detail of all the 
excellent virtues and valuable qualifi- 


Or fierce Al EC ro, when her brand ſhe toſs'd 
Betwixt the Trojan and Rutilian hoſt, 
If VixerL's ſuit MxcENAS had not ſped, 
And ſent Ar.xx1s to the poet's bed, 

The creſted ſnakes had dropt upon the ground, 
And the loud trumpet languiſh'd in the ſound. 

| CHARLES DRYDEN. 


43 cations 
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cations of my Hero; ; ir will not be 
improper juſt to mention a few of 
the faults that are imputed to him: 
That accuracy and truth, which is re- 
quired in an hiſtorian, oblige me not 


0 wholly ſilent upon that ſubjed. 


SENECA, who was by no means an ad- 
mirer of MxcENAs, charges him with 
having been too expenſive in his build- 
ings and' furniture, too profuſe in his 
table, too extravagant in his dreſs : 2 
he taxes him with effeminacy, and 
affectation in his walk, and that he 
had appeared in public without his 
faſh (00, attended by two. eunuchs; he 


009 Taz 3 wore a cirdle, and tucked 
up their robes, when they walked or were in ac- 
tion. Thoſe who wore them looſe and training, 
were accounted fops and effeminate. For this 
reaſon they uſed to call brave men cin&i, and 
cowards were diſtinguiſned hy the name of 
di FR Mxcenas was above all. theſe reflec- 
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blames him for his continual alerca- | 
tions with his wife TERENTIA. , He 


has been alſo charged with giving 
too much countenance to players and 


tions. Sanzca, in his 85 epiltle, doth net 
forget to reproach kim with this; and blarges 
him for having even given into, it, while he 
was regent in 3 abſence; and far- 
Fast becauſe he N two eunuchs to at- 
. 18 _ —ů juſtice, and 

— in the tribunal, his head all 
the time — 3 a cloak. This phifoſop her 
however is too nice. Juftice was not the — | 
adminiſtered, nor Rome the leſs tranquil, M- 


:CENAS might probably be obliged to take theſe | 


neceſſary precautions upon account of his weak 
conſtitution. Seneca himſelf allows that he 


was of a ſweet, humane, and modeſt drſpokition, 
.and had every eſſential qualification which con- 


ſtitutes the hone® man. Mzcenas had his 
-envious contemporaries, who were uſed to cen- 


ure his conduct. Pr No, in his Epicedium, anf- 
wers one of them in the n W 


— guid nds 98 nacuere 22 ? 


Aut tibi venteſi quid e 
Num minus urbis erat rw N 2 by 
Wu tibi.yon tutas fecit i in urbe wias? 
Nee ſub obſcurd quis te ſpoliavit apes $: 
Quit tetigit ferro, durior Ee, latus? 


dancers, 5 


de Life Maezxas. 14 


Hncers, and for ſuſfering (#) paraſines” | 
ro follow Fs 0 o_ds bo man's 


k 


_ Tas DEPT with which Mz cznas- | 

ded for encouraging paraſites, is owing 

pr a letter from AT to him, as menti- 

oned Sus romtus: Ante ipſe ſufficiebam 

ſcribendis —ç amicorum : nunc occupa- | 

tiſimus & in Horatium noſtrum te cupio- 
adducere.. Veniet ĩgitur ab iſtã paraſiticà mensa 

ad hanc regiam, nos in epiſtolis ſcribendis. 
bit. — This ſort of vermin, ſays Horace 

= ü. Sat. viii. 3 He is deſ- 
the entertainment given ASIDIENUS 

where — attended Mczuwas, 2 SE as 

vaiivs and: Vrsintus along with him, 


Quo. Mæcenat adduxerat umbras. 


We cannot * a practice 
\ 8 5 
Fir s, Who were determined; 
— in tpice of Mf; and this is. 
the more credible, If we reoollett whar Hor ace | 
s. of Mizcenas' — . | 


eg ha gn A 
Sie e danke peice? m 
1 table. The ancients "uſed tables po 
different. 1! 2 forms, either long. round, 
or e Phe round table was men in 


went, 
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went, though uninvited, as. ſhadowa | 
which are inſeparable from the body. 
He has even been ridiculed for his 
unlimited paſhon for precious ſtones 


and pearls. Envy ever attends the 


great. Moſt of theſe imputations are 

frivolous and idle, and have no foun-. 
dation but in the brains of theſe the © 
viliſts. SENECA Was a crabbed and | 
an auſtere Stoic, an inſolent enemy of 
Epicvukus, and enlarged obj ets as | 


vogue, either that. they thought this form the 
moſt perfect of any, or becauſe it made all 


places alike without any diſtinction among the 


gueſts, Mzcenas having, contrary to his cuſ- 
tom, ordered one of an angular make, which. 
for grandeur as well as coſtlineſs was equal to 
any others he was poſſeſſed of, the company 
could not but admire it, and many ſmart and 
witty things were ſaid upon that occaſion. Jor- 
TIUs, at a loſs to acquit himſelf, ſaid, Gen- 
ce tlemen, you do not obſerve one thing, that 
ee this table is a perfect circle: ext4y0 O&& = 
errocirt, W (iAok GvproTaty ws Fpoſyuin £541 fr, 
xai aYH# ef ipepnz. Svip. dict. Artic. Toprioge - 
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they: beſt ſuited his humour. The ſes 
verity of this philoſopher imputed. it 
even as a crime in Mx cRNAs, tobe fond 
of life (); a fondneſs, I think; very 
natural to all men, and to thoſe eſpe - 
, Eial ly. who have a true reliſh. for it, 


aud who in this great ſcene of action, 
can perform their parts as well as Ma: 


CENAS did. 


Bop he i is „ bradded with other faults 
of A more ſerious nature. He is ac- 


cuſed, as we have already obſerved, of 
an unbridled lore for the ladies ; he 


( It did not . Sasa to blame 
Mczxas for being ſumptuous and fond of 
life. This philoſopher's houſe, who was the 
richeſt man of the whole Roman empire, was 
moſt magnificently furniſhed ; it contained a» 
bove three hundred three · footed tables made of 
cedar, on which he anne 
tain his friends. a 


1 was 
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was not however confined to theſe 


Tort of gallantries only, for, if we may 
credit Tacrrvs, he bad quite a differ · 
ent and more deteſtable paſſion « p). : 
The corrupted morals of the age he 
lived in, ſupported by the example of 
che Pagan deities, can no way juſtify | 
him in this particular. As to effemi- 
nacy with which he is fo greatly 
charged, he never ſunk into it ſo far, fays 
VELLE1VS, as to forget his duty. His 
actions are a an of his vigi- 
lance ; ; he never FOO when buſineſs 


00 TaciTvus, in | his firſt book of 3 
c. liv. ſpeaks of an unnatural paſſion which 
Mzxcenas indulged : Ludos Auguſtales tunc 

imum ecepta turbavit diſeordia, ex eertamine 

wnum. Indulferat ei ludicro Auguſtus, 
dum Macenati obtemperat effuſo in amorem 
Bathylk : Which ie the more unlikely, as Sz- 
NECA, who never {pares Mzcenas, does not 
ſo much as mention one a of this unna- 
tural crime. 
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ve und diſcerning; ky as fly 


tle as of Mena bi 


x 


w. and therefore knew hon te | 
auen Himſelf i ai of rhe fett MN 
en : He deen an uncommon facls 


che" public, © or be of aſe 1 u, fendt 
more to | add to compleat his pidture, , ; 
but his venerativit fur the Gods.” The 
advice he gave his prinee, and wank 


_ has ſtill Preſerted to us, e. 
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rence. * Gods, according. to che then 
eſtabliſhed: faith ; 1p, oblige the pe 
to ſtrict obſervance. of 3 
ene tolerate impoſtors, and the 
enemies of religion ; and farther 3 
het we can do ning great and good, 


| f if we deſpiſe, the. e 12 20111 3 has 
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Sven „ne the-iluſtelons Mretvas 


Conſicered as a MINI TRR, he: was fr 
tight, and gr fentereficd ; s an. OFFICER 


of JUSTICE, he was vigilant and, im- 
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partialy.as. a Friend, canant and tere; 


in ptivate and danaſtie It. tis as ud. 


natured, bumant,, aud pgnerabs;, "RE Was 


a BEHOLAR, an onen, and a $62. 70 pte. 


” 4 O {1 7 UN bd "oe 1 TOR; FAIL LT 1219} 
— 181. i g . © s 1. 40 $5 $ wk # T4 5-2 8 _ C40 4* —_—_— 


„ent Hs 5 
43 r 7 — 8 [ 
#4 a 
27 5b | 1 * | 
1-0 
; \ 
off 


7 
* 
6 


The TTY „ 
0 A 2 oa E 


3 541 341 205 


Hrs name is ſo honourable, that the 
greateſt protector * learning have 


ever been proud to to be dignified with 


it—but how often has this title been 
miſapplied! How frequently have men 
of ſordid and ſervile diſpoſitions profti. 
tuted it on perſons, who, from a vain 
affectation to be thought the patrons of 
earning, have only rendered themſelves 
more ridiculous, by aſſuming a charac- 
ter they ſo little merited ! MzcENAS, 
with the ftrong glow of unbounded ge- 
nerolity, cheriſhed the arts and ſciences, 
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